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C.D. Gopinath, India’s oldest
Test cricketer, passes away
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Former India cricketer
C.D. Gopinath passed away

_ here on Thursday. He was
96.

Gopinath had been In-
dia’s oldest Test cricketer
and the last member of the
country’s maiden Test win
against England in 1952. He
is survived by wife Comala,
three  children  and
grandchildren.

A right-handed batter,
Gopinath featured in eight
Tests for India between
1951 and 1960 and scored
242 runs with a highest
score of 50 not out.

In an accomplished
First Class career, Gopi-
nath played 83 games for
Madras and accumulated
4,259 runs at a healthy av-
erage of 42.16, including
nine centuries and 23 half-
centuries.

He was a key member of
the Ranji Trophy-winning
Madras (now Tamil Nadu)
squad in the 1954-55
season.

Gopinath dabbled in va-
rious sports, including ten-
nis, hockey, football and
took to cricket only at the
age of 17 during his days at
the Madras Christian
College.

He quickly rose through
the ranks and received his
India cap within four
years, against the visiting
Englishmen at the Bra-
bourne Stadium in 1951.

Known to be a stylish
batter, Gopinath made an
impressive debut, scoring
an unbeaten 50 and 42 in
the second Test of the se-
ries.

In the final Test at the
Chepauk stadium, Gopi-
nath scored 35 and
stitched a vital 93-run
stand for the seventh wick-
et with Polly Umrigar. In-
dia went on to win the
match by an innings and
eight runs to post its mai-
den Test victory and draw
the five-match series 1-1.

Long association

Former India leg-spinner
V.V. Kumar recalled his se-
ven-decade-long associa-
tion with Gopinath and
hailed his captaincy. In
2025, when Kumar turned
90, Gopinath took part in
the former’s birthday cele-
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Special guest: Gopinath catches up on the news as ‘Bada Bheem’
the gaur keeps watch at his Coonoor residence. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Astute leader: Former India spinner V.V. Kumar says Gopinath
could handle any situation with aplomb. FILE PHOTO: R. RAVINDRAN

brations. “He was my first
captain and was instru-
mental in making me a
good leg-spinner. His cap-
taincy was such that he
could handle any situation
with aplomb,” said Kumar.

“I was lucky to have
him. Any player who en-
ters a competitive level like
the Ranji Trophy would
like to have a captain who
understands and guides
them properly in crucial
situations.”

“I would go a further
step and say that probably
India has missed a very
good captain, who didn’t
get his due share in the
years starting from 1952
onwards. He had a vast
knowledge of cricketers
and what they could do,”
he added.

Aggressive skipper
Elaborating on his captain-
cy style, Kumar felt that
Gopinath was aggressive in
his approach.

“He was the most ag-
gressive captain I had
played under. It was an
area he specialised in. He
taught me how to be ag-
gressive and did not want
to bowl just maidens, but

attack the batter straight
away.”

Commenting on his bat-
ting, Kumar said that Gopi-
nath was a strong backfoot
player. “He was a strong
off-side player and had a
very good square-cut. One
good thing about his bat-
ting was that he was quick
to judge the length and had
a second or two more than
the others. Growing up in
Madras, he was a very
good player of spin,” said
Kumar.

After his playing career,
Gopinath served as chair-
man of the national selec-
tion committee and as
team manager on the 1979
tour of England. He was al-
so as an administrator and
was the vice-president of
the Tamil Nadu Cricket As-
sociation from 1977 to
1986.

The BCCI and the TNCA
condoled his demise.
“Beyond his achievements
on the field, Shri Gopinath
was a true gentleman. “His
dedication, passion, and
exemplary sportsmanship
will always be remem-
bered and will continue to
inspire generations to
come,” said the TNCA.

Connecting remote locations: A de Havilland
Canada DHC-6 Twin Otter seaplane conducts a
test run on the Ganga at Pashulok Barrage, in
Rishikesh on Thursday. India is moving closer to
commercial seaplane services that could boost
access to remote destinations.

10A. C.D. Gopinath, India’s oldest Test
cricketer, passes away

It 3. MY, R & 9 IUSITS
o fpher, @1 Ay

e C.D. Gopinath, India’s oldest Test
cricketer, passes away.

@ St MITY, YR & TG0 IUGIIS e
fopdhex, &1 My g1

e Former India cricketer C.D. Gopinath
passed away here on Thursday.

TRA YR fohdbex Wt EY. MUY &1 AR &1
ISEEE R

e He was 96.
d96 ¥ &% U]

e Gopinath had been India’s oldest Test
cricketer and the last member of the country’s
maiden Test win against England in 1952.
MUY YRA & TaH IHETS ¥ fhdex & 3R
1952 ¥ ST & e ygel Twe Sha & sifom
e 3|

e Heis survived by wife Comala, three
children and %randchildren.

|
o Aright-handed batter, Gopinath featured
in eight Tests for India between 1951 and 1960
and scored 242 runs with a highest score of 50
not out.

T4 BTY & Fedars MUY 3 1951-1960 & & 8
X WA 3R 242 T §91T, FoGH Fate TR 50

GICICRE]

e |n an accomplished First Class career,
Gopinath played 83 games for Madras and
accumulated 4,259 runs at a healthy average of
42.16, including nine centuries and 23 half-
centuries.

3T T 9T IR H 3514 83 A T 3R
4,259 I §1T, 3d 42.16, fSraw 9 q1d@ SR 23
R IAa g1
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He was a key member of the Ranji Trophy-winning Madras (now Tamil Nadu) squad in the
1954-55 season.

d 1954-55 YUTSTl Tw! faetar Aer E & U9 9 3|

Gopinath dabbled in various sports, including tennis, hockey, football and took to cricket only
at the age of 17 during his days at the Madras Christian College.

35 A, BT, Peara ff ¥ iR 17 ad 5t 39§ fvde =

He quickly rose through the ranks and received his India cap within four years, against the
visiting Englishmen at the Brabourne Stadium in 1951.

d dolt ¥ SR 9¢ 3R 1951 B Said W f$aw ¥ URd & forg erdur famm)

Known to be a stylish batter, Gopinath made an impressive debut, scoring an unbeaten 50
and 42 in the second Test of the series.

TSR TS & ¥4 § IgiH S H 50 ATETG 3R 42 I §FW|

In the final Test at the Chepauk stadium, Gopinath scored 35 and stitched a vital 93-run stand
for the seventh wicket with Polly Umrigar.

AuTh WEaH & ITIA 35 I I91T 3R UTell SR & 1Y 93 ¥ B ISR H1|

India went on to win the match by an innings and eight runs to post its maiden Test victory
and draw the five-match series 1-1.

YR = T8 U9 URY 3R 8 37 A Sftar iR ugell 3w ofta g = Uk 1-1 & g &1

Long association

SEINSSIE)

Former India leg-spinner V.V. Kumar recalled his seven-decade-long association with
Gopinath and hailed his captaincy.
gaﬂ. FHR A MUY & TT 3O 70 T &b FSTd B TG [BaT 3R D! BT DI WRT8
I
In 2025, when Kumar turned 90, Gopinath took part in the former’s birthday celebrations.
2025 ¥, 9 HUR 90 94 & §T, qF 7MUY TARIG H =MAd gU
“He was my first captain and was instrumental in making me a good leg-spinner.
3511 gl o I 3% Ugd S & 3R I3 ek A R &1 | Aeg 31|
His captaincy was such that he could handle any situation with aplomb,” said Kumar.
D! Bt U o b 3 8% U 3l dgar adie & HHTed A
“| was lucky to have him.
[ W=t T fob d B e o
Any player who enters a competitive level like the Ranji Trophy would like to have a captain
who understands and guides them properly in crucial situations.”
& IS argar & i 3 T o fAa S Tureft 27w S TR R AFfeRH &Y
“I would go a further step and say that probably India has missed a very good captain, who
didn’t get his due share in the years starting from 1952 onwards.

YR A U 98¢ =D HWE o1 @ far ford Ifaa srawR 7=t e

He had a vast knowledge of cricketers and what they could do,” he added.

3¢ faanfsal &t et wwwer ot

Aggressive skipper
SThTHD DI

Elaborating on his captaincy style, Kumar felt that Gopinath was aggressive in his approach.
FUR A Fgl fos M1 Bt Beart Qeft Smepra At

“He was the most aggressive captain | had played under.

d qaY SATHTHS HTH U [ srefi= #7 Wa|

It was an area he specialised in.

g 3! fa=rear &

He taught me how to be aggressive and did not want to bowl just maidens, but attack the
batter straight away.”

I T PP Wl R 3R Fectarst U e gHam ST Rarar|
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e Commenting on his batting, Kumar said that Gopinath was a strong backfoot player.
FUR A Fgl for MUY 9 pe et & wu & Hofeg 2
e “He was a strong off-side player and had a very good square-cut.
q 3TPH-AT3S W ASGd 3 3R T TPTR He MR |
e One good thing about his batting was that he was quick to judge the length and had a second
or two more than the others.

3 7 B GaTE B STea! THFA A 3R gRI J 9gaR fdfsar ad 3|
e Growing up in Madras, he was a very good player of spin,” said Kumar.
HETH | Ud-9¢ 81 & BRI d fRF & 3= faarst 3
o After his playing career, Gopinath served as chairman of the national selection committee and
as team manager on the 1979 tour of England.

30 BRI & d1a 9 AP T4 AFAfA P SeAsr 3R 1979 7S R P AR |

e He was also as an administrator and was the vice-president of the Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association from 1977 to 1986.
3 wRITeh o X8 3R 1977-1986 A% TNCA & IUTHHE 5 |
e The BCCI and the TNCA condoled his demise.
BCCI 3R TNCA 7 31 (149 IR 20ieh e fohar|
e “Beyond his achievements on the field, Shri Gopinath was a true gentleman.
M & a1eR it 3 Ue A= e 3|
e His dedication, passion, and exemplary sportsmanship will always be remembered and will
continue to inspire generations to come,” said the TNCA.

KRGl

U, § 3R Qe HIGAT 31 arelt difeal &1 9k et 37
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Nari Shakti, India’s defining reform for the next decade

A TR, YR BT 30Ta S2P BT fAurias

Nari Shakti, India’s de

ver the past decade, India has done
0 something few nations have achieved at
scale: it has moved women’s
empowerment from intent to infrastructure. This
shift did not happen organically; it was designed.
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, policy has placed women at the centre of
development recognising that when women
move forward, entire economies accelerate.

The results are visible and measurable. More
than 57 crore bank accounts have been opened
under the PM Jan Dhan Yojana, with over 55%
held by women, giving millions their first
foothold in the formal financial system. Nearly 10
crore women, organised into over 90 lakh
selfhelp groups, are now driving grassroots
entrepreneurship and local economic resilience.
The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has reached
over 10.5 crore households, reducing health risks
and freeing women from time-intensive labour.
Moreover, access to credit has expanded, with
close to 70% of MUDRA loans going to women
entrepreneurs. Female labour force participation
has also risen to nearly 37%, reversing a
long-standing decline.

In healthcare, programmes such as the
Ayushman Bharat and the Pradhan Mantri
Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan have expanded access
and reduced vulnerability at critical life stages.
Initiatives like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
scheme have begun to shift deeply embedded
social attitudes.

Individually, these are strong programmes.
Taken together, they represent a structural shift
in how India views women not as recipients of
support, but as drivers of growth. For
policymakers and administrators, this offers a
clear lesson: scale works when design, delivery,
and accountability are aligned.

In healthcare, where the author’s expertise
lies, outcomes improve when systems are built

Sangita Reddy

Joint Managing
Director, Apollo
Hospitals

Over the next
five years, India
must invest in
preparing
women to lead
not just
electorally, but
institutionally

ning reform for the next decade

around real needs, and not theoretical models.
Where access is simplified; delivery is consistent;
and outcomes are tracked, impact follows. And
yet, the next phase will demand even greater
focus, as the challenge before us is no longer
policy creation, it is policy penetration.

The last mile

Despite the scale of programmes, awareness gaps
remain. Enrolment is uneven, and last-mile
delivery continues to depend on local capacity.
For every woman who has accessed opportunity,
there are many more who remain on the margins
due to lack of access. This is where administrative
leadership becomes decisive.

India must move from announcing schemes to
ensuring saturation; from measuring outputs to
tracking outcomes; and from eligibility on paper
to access in practice. District-level ownership,
data-driven monitoring, and convergence across
departments will be critical. And while
technology can accelerate this, it cannot replace
on-ground accountability. Therefore, the
question for every policymaker is simple: how do
we ensure that no eligible woman is left out?

‘This is where the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam can become one of the most
consequential reforms of our time. By expanding
women’s representation in legislative bodies, it
creates the possibility of aligning policy design
with lived experience. Women leaders can bring
their insights shaped by community realities
which can strengthen programmes, and their
delivery, targeting, and adoption.

Additionally, the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam when implemented with intent, can
trigger a multiplier effect with more women in
leadership, more responsive policy, higher
participation, and stronger leadership pipelines,
making reform self-reinforcing.

Globally, we are entering a decade defined by

knowledge, innovation, and technology. India
already has a strong base, with one of the highest
proportions of women in STEM education
globally. This is an opportune moment to
translate this gain into leadership across sectors
such as healthcare, science, enterprise, and
governance without losing time.

The past decade has shown what is possible
when political will aligns with policy design. With
today’s strong foundation, the implementation of
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam can move
empowerment beyond access, to authority.

The way forward

However, representation must translate into
capability, and capability must be built through
institutional support to ensure that
implementation delivers results. Over the next
five years, India must invest in preparing women
to lead not just electorally, but institutionally.
This means structured mentorship, policy
exposure, and administrative support systems
that enable effective governance.

It also means rethinking how the country
designs policy itself. Programmes must be
simpler to access and faster to deliver. Feedback
loops must be strengthened so that policy evolves
with need. And success must be measured not
just by coverage, but by change in outcomes
across sectors. As India moves towards its vision
of becoming a developed nation by 2047, this is
not a peripheral agenda — it is central to its
success. Women’s participation is directly linked
to economic growth, social stability, and
institutional effectiveness.

If India can achieve saturation in access,
strengthen participation, and enable leadership,
it will not just empower its women - it will
redefine its growth trajectory. For policymakers
and administrators, the mandate is clear: the time
to implement is now.
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10A. Nari Shakti, India’s defining reform for the next decade

I =, YR BT AT S=1F HT fHviias gurR

Over the past decade, India has done something few nations have achieved at scale: it
has moved women’s empowerment from intent to infrastructure.

fUrod axre # URT A 98 frar 8 &Y 9gd U =N A 98 WR W fHan 7: 9= afgen
HFRIBROT B GRS T IR TGTHY WA A 95 fear gl

This shift did not happen organically; it was designed.

g URad WIHTa® 0 J 61 gofl; S AoHIag deidh o an fasar |

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, policy has placed women at the
centre of development recognising that when women move forward, entire economies
accelerate.

TUTHE TG Wit & Age | Aol 3 Afganst & faer & Fg § Ra18, 98 AMd gU & o
AT 3 Sl €, o I 3rfogaeyr dofl & 31 aad B

The results are visible and measurable.

Y YROTH WE 3R A9 ¢ |

More than 57 crore bank accounts have been opened under the PM Jan Dhan Yojana, with
over 55% held by women, giving millions their first foothold in the formal financial system.

uumsﬁmwuﬁw%aaawmﬁaﬂm%@ﬁ@ﬁm% 58 @ 550 | 3ifirw
Afgems & A1 W &, S aral aiars’ & siaie g yome & ugel aR wasT i 8|

Nearly 10 crore women, organised into over 90 lakh self-help groups, are now driving
grassroots entrepreneurshlp and local economic resilience.

TTHI 10 FRIS ARTATT, ST 90 T | AFUP T4 TeTaal GHel H T13d 8, 3d ST TR
R YT 3R R 31 Toreedt &) 91 38 7 |

The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has reached over 10.5 crore households, reducing
health risks and freeing women from time-intensive labour.

WU SSTd1 AT 10.5 FRIS A e ufvaRl 9@ uga gl g, R Wy sifey &4
gU T 3R Aigensh & gHu On et 39 § giewt el 21

Moreover, access to credit has expanded, with close to 70% of MUDRA loans going to
women entrepreneurs.

TP JAATAT, BT % Ugd 941 §, STeT AT 70% H&T BT Afgern Il & ou mu B

Female labour force participation has also risen to nearly 37%, reversing a long-standing
decline.

ARRET 5 HFfieRY &R Hff SghR AU 37% 81 715 8, T <fa IHa  <eft 311 Xe! fiRTae Iae
UERd

In healthcare, programmes such as the Ayushman Bharat and the Pradhan Mantri
Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan have expanded access and reduced vulnerability at critical life
stages.

ey & | YR 3R T QRfdra wrged Sifame S srfswar 3 Heayuf stam
RN B Ugd 915 ¢ 3R SIRgd HH fhar g1

Initiatives like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme have begun to shift deeply embedded
social attitudes.

A FET3N 9 ygraN SRit Uge A ERTE U S A T & SeaHT YR fhT g

Individually, these are strong programmes.

faaTd U ¥ 3 9t Aorgd Srdwd ||

Taken together, they represent a structural shift in how India views women not as recipients
of support, but as drivers of growth.

T TR U 9 91 HT Tobd od ¢ b HRd AfGeSil &I FHaet TgTadl Ui = arel! g afeh
e oY SRep Wifekl & ®U § 34 T R

For policymakers and administrators, this offers a clear lesson: scale works when design,
delivery, and accountability are aligned.

Hifa Fafarsit 3R vmge! & fore ug v Wy e §: 94 fewirs, fparag= ik Saracs!
TS 1Y 7, 99 99 TR W Jhadr fHadt g

In healthcare, where the author’s expertise lies, outcomes improve when systems are built
around real needs, and not theoretical models.
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e &7 B, e kg 1 faRivsar 8, IR d 98k 81d & S Junferl ardfae sl W)
TR Bt &, 71 b i died W

e Where access is simplified; delivery is consistent; and outcomes are tracked, impact follows.
SI5T Ugd WA I &, HaTd At FU ¥ UG ST 9l ¢ SR GO $1 ¢ {31 STl &, It
TG W fewTs S gl

o And yet, the next phase will demand even greater focus, as the challenge before us is no
longer policy creation, it is policy penetration.

oz 4, SrTaT TRUT 3R 31fies a B Wi B, iy 3 g Aifa Ao EY afews fa @1
THTd! Hrafaa- g |

The last mile

3ifaw =T

e Despite the scale of programmes, awareness gaps remain.
FHRGHH & IS TR & A5G, ARGl § 3R §1 g3 5|

e Enrolmentis uneven, and last-mile delivery continues to depend on local capacity.
D S 8, 3R Sifcm IRur ot fSeftast annft +ff Rt grgan R MRk vt 5

e For every woman who has accessed opportunity, there are many more who remain on the
margins due to lack of access.
B 39 Afgel & fore o 3R Ut fann &, &% o Afg e § off Ugd &t HH! & SR TIRA
R & g3 8

e This is where administrative leadership becomes decisive.
Tg! IR U@ Adqed Fuifad §9 Sl 6|

¢ India must move from announcing schemes to ensuring saturation; from measuring outputs
to tracking outcomes; and from eligibility on paper to access in practice.

YR D A3 D1 IO Y T TGH A Grr18d D1 gl ATITYS TG U 3T Tgh
RO HY ¢ FHRAT BT, 3R HITST WR Ul S dRdfad Ugd dab o1 i

o District-level ownership, data-driven monitoring, and convergence across departments will
be critical.

o TR R i@, SeT-smemia fART, iR faurtt & g wo-aa Tgayuf gifl

¢ And while technology can accelerate this, it cannot replace on-ground accountability.
3R Tafds qH-iich S o B Tabell §, Tg TH TaTaea! &1 RIF ! o FobelT|

e Therefore, the question for every policymaker is simple: how do we ensure that no eligible
woman is left out?

Yo, gdes ifa Fmfar & fore ot TRa §: 89 o9 JAfEd &% foh @is ot ury afgan ge A
SITg?

e This is where the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam can become one of the most
consequential reforms of our time.

Tg! IR AR 1o deg TUf~ae g0R 990 & 9 AUl GURI & J Tdh &1 Jadl g

e By expanding women’s representation in legislative bodies, it creates the possibility of
aligning policy design with lived experience.
faurdt et o Afgarsit & ufaffia &1 serx, g8 ifd Fufu &1 arafas syl & Ty
S 1 IHTGAT 9T BT gl

e Women leaders can bring their insights shaped by community realities which can strengthen
programmes, and their delivery, targeting, and adoption.

A 1T ST TGRS SFHAT & T eIl o Foball @, ol BIIHHI SR D! fSaian],
A&7 FAYR0T 3R ST B Aoled R Thd &

e Additionally, the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, when implemented with intent, can trigger
a multiplier effect with more women in leadership, more responsive policy, higher
participation, and stronger leadership pipelines, making reform self-reinforcing.

TP AT, AT R de-1 Siftf=rm, 5id 3e=d & 9 Ar] fasa o, ot I8 U I GHTT
ST T &, Foral YR W4 &1 Aoigd Rl gl
e Globally, we are entering a decade defined by knowledge, innovation, and technology.

AP TR R, 89 T WY G § TN HR I3 & Ol [, a4 3R Trenfiredt gri uRyiid 2|
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India already has a strong base, with one of the highest proportions of women in STEM
education globally.

YRA & U1 U5d ¥ 8 T Holgd 3MUR ¢, 9igt affds Wk W STEM fRiem & afgensii &1 erumd
T 3 B |

This is an opportune moment to translate this gain into leadership across sectors such as
healthcare, science, enterprise, and governance without losing time.

I8 Ueh IUgdd IHY § fb 39 Iuafs & Tara, fagm=, S o == o &t & Aga &
gRafd fasan S|

The past decade has shown what is possible when political will aligns with policy design.
fed ge 7 i § fr oa weifae sweTifa -ifa i & g Jedt 8, d Fr 9ya 3|
With today’s strong foundation, the implementation of Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam can
move empowerment beyond access, to authority.

TS &1 Aolgd -Hia & 1Y, TRY Rife de rRIf-am &1 Srf-ag- TRifadso &) SHad Ugd o
3 IgTHR 3R T & off Jbal gl

The way forward

3 &1 ARt

However, representation must translate into capability, and capability must be built through
institutional support to ensure that implementation delivers results.

gTetiop, UfAfAfde T &HaT H IGaT 1T, 3R &HdT ! SRITTT THYT & H1eaH 9 s faa
ST BRT dlfcs praf-au gRume € I |

Over the next five years, India must invest in preparing women to lead not just electorally, but
institutionally.

3ATS Ut st §, YR &1 Afganstt &1 Had g6l &1 el dfeh HEINT Aqed & U TR B
H a9 BT g

This means structured mentorship, policy exposure, and administrative support systems
that enable effective governance.

a1 3 § WRfa HeRRm, Hifa srpya ik w=mafee wad= womredt s guid I &1
& S|

It also means rethinking how the country designs policy itself.
a1 g8 ot o § 1o <m1 &1 Aifa Fufor & a’ier R qAfdaR &= g
Programmes must be simpler to access and faster to deliver.
HRIHH DI 3 Tl SR Al SR ST AR
Feedback loops must be strengthened so that policy evolves with need.

YUITell 1 Toigd fobdm ST =nfg dtfe —ifaa a=aadrsdi & AR fa®Rid 8l
And success must be measured not just by coverage, but by change in outcomes across
sectors.
3R Tl BT Had Havel U Tg! e (A &A1 § IRomH & seard 3 {71 S ey |
As India moves towards its vision of becoming a developed nation by 2047, this is not a
peripheral agenda — it is central to its success.

S YR 2047 T FABRIT AP S & 30 A6 BT 3R 9¢ 6T 7, T HIS 107 TAHST e
gfch 3P Thadl BT g gl

Women'’s participation is directly linked to economic growth, social stability, and
institutional effectiveness.

Aigenait Bt yrfiar Do snffe faera, A e fRuRdr 3 SRInTa gymasied 3 gl 21

If India can achieve saturation in access, strengthen participation, and enable leadership, it
will not just empower its women — it will redefine its growth trajectory.

gfe YR Uga § Hqfad UTed R o, HRTIGRT Pl Holqd B IR g Pl G&H ST, o I8 7
mm@ﬁwmmmﬁmmﬁwwwl

For policymakers and administrators, the mandate is clear: the time to implement is now.

Hife FaTarart 3R vt & e Tew Wy §: 3@ Hrafaud o1 gHg B

v
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FT UG | g1 464 (Plutocratic) - 7T §?

Rajasthan ACB arrests retired
IAS officer Subodh Agarwal
in Jal Jeevan Mission scam

JAIPUR

In a major breakthrough,
Rajasthan’s Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Thursday
arrested retired Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS)
officer Subodh Agarwal in
connection with the alleged
irregularities amounting to
¥960 crore in the tender
process for the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM). Mr. Agarwal
was on the run since an ar-
rest warrant was issued
against him by a court.

Mr. Agarwal was arrested
in Delhi and was later
brought to the ACB head-
quarters here by a team of
the Bureau sleuths, official
sources said here. He was
being interrogated by the
ACB officers and will be pro-
duced before a special court
here within the stipulated

Subodh Agarwal

period of 24 hours.

The ACB’s investigation
into the alleged JJM scam,
which began in 2024, has
led to the arrest of 10 ac-
cused, while three others
are absconding. While Mr.
Agarwal has been arrested
during the ongoing crack-
down, the authorities have
also initiated action to at-
tach the properties of the
absconding accused.

The ACB had formed 40
teams to search for the re-
tired IAS officer, who was

Additional Chief Secretary,
Public Health Engineering
Department, during the al-
leged irregularities. The
teams conducted raids at
over 100 locations across
nearly 21 cities, including
Jaipur, Mumbai and New
Delhi. Mr. Agarwal report-
edly surrendered before a
court in Delhi, after which
was arrested.

Large-scale irregularities
were found in the JJM ten-
der process, as two private
firms allegedly secured con-
tracts by submitting forged
completion certificates, ac-
cording to the ACB. Despite
the officials being aware of
the irregularities, no action
was taken at the time. The
scrutiny of evidence and
the raids revealed fake bill-
ing, financial irregularities
and violations in the tender
process.

10A.
Rajasthan ACB arrests retired IAS officer Subodh Agarwal in Jal Jeevan
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Mission scam

ORI THIE A 57 sfta= fi=e giere § Sarfgw 1AS fUeRT gaiy srEra
? IRwR far

e Rajasthan ACB arrests retired IAS officer Subodh Agarwal in Jal Jeevan Mission scam.

TSTRIT THET A 5 Siia- R gierd o Saigd 1AS et gaty 3pard & IRER
foba|

¢ In a major breakthrough, Rajasthan’s Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on Thursday arrested
retired Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer Subodh Agarwal in connection with the
alleged irregularities amounting to 960 crore in the tender process for the Jal Jeevan Mission
(JIM).
TP SS1 Jhardl H, TR - T (ACB) A TSR S JaIY UATd D| 2960 FIIS
DI BRI sFafddet & A | ord shtae f= (JIM) & T ufhar 9 9 Aid § RRTR
foba |

e Mr. Agarwal was on thq run since an arrest warrant was issued against him by a court.
st erarel ARTFART ae ol 819 & a1 3 WRR 31

e Mr. Agarwal was arrested in Delhi and was later brought to the ACB headquarters here by a
team of the Bureau s[euths, official sources said here. .
ot srraret o faeeht & ARTAR fasan mar ok &g & TRiiel &1 E I< JeTay dan oS |

¢ He was being interrogated by the ACB officers and will be produced before a special court
here within the stlpulated period of 24 hours.

35 THtel TGl GRT U8 dra &1 off X8 8 31 24 He & HIeR faRiw srerera & o= fasar

ST
e The ACB’s investigation into the alleged JJM scam, which began in 2024, has led to the
arrest of 10 accused, while three others are absconding.

2024 F TE g3 JIM HIETA $! 5 & 314 db 10 RG] &Y FRERY g3 %, 9ufd 3 PR |
e While Mr. Agarwal has been arrested during the ongoing crackdown, the authorities have also
initiated action to attach the properties of the absconding accused.

magamﬁﬁmwmw% J5! BRI ARG B} Jufy sted e t FRAR o g
CIRIER]
e The ACB had formed 40 teams to search for the retired IAS officer, who was Additional Chief
Secretary, Public Health Engineering Department, during the alleged irregqlarities.‘
TSt A g Srfafvert a1 |Afa (PHED) g SRaTd &1 IamRl & forg 40 E1H o918 |

o The teams conducted raids at over 100 locations across nearly 21 cities, including Jaipur,
Mumbai and New Delhi.

AT A 100 W 31 R IR, THT 21 RN A SUARY 31, o0 SaqR, gag ik 78
et i g1
e Mr. Agarwal reportedly surrendered before a court in Delhi, after which was arrested.

3T 3 B IR W faeelt B srerad & rergayu fhar, f5ge 91g 3= RuR fvar man|

e Large-scale irregularities were found in the JJM tender process, as two private firms allegedly
secured contracts by submitting forged completion certificates, according to the ACB.
T P SR, JIM ST URkar § 9 UM WR i afiads ur 7, Siei o ol sufat 3
Wolf JHTOTTS SR 3 gId (|

e Despite the officials being aware of the irregularities, no action was taken at the time.

RAIBRE! B TFBR §H P STa[e IY JHY HIS HRATS el Bl T |

e The scrutiny of evidence and the raids revealed fake billing, financial irregularities and
violations in the tender process.

S 3R Bt # welf faferT, faxiia srerafiradng 3k X ufspar # Ieera= I 3|
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. Swatantryaveer honorific not conferred by

any govt. on Savarkar, says grandnephew

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

The title ‘Swatantryaveer’
was not given to Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar by any
government, but by writer
Sadashiv Ranade in a biog-
raphy, testified Satyaki Sa-
varkar, grandnephew of
the political ideologue, be-
fore a special MP/MLA
court in Pune.

Mr. Satyaki, complai-
nant in a criminal defama-
tion case against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi over
his alleged derogatory re-
marks against Savarkar,
made the statement on
Wednesday before Special
Judge Amol Shinde while
being cross-examined by
Mr. Gandhi’s counsel Mi-
lind Pawar. “It is true to say
that the ‘Swatantryaveer’

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar

title is not granted by [any]
government to Savarkar. It
is not true to say that the
title of Swatantryaveer was
not bestowed upon him by
the people,” Mr. Satyaki
said during his testimony.
He said he does not pos-
sess any document to show
that the public had con-
ferred the title on Savarkar.
“It is true to say that the tit-

le of Swatantryaveer is gi-
ven to Savarkar in the biog-
raphy written by Sadashiv
Ranade. I do not know
whether the title given to
Savarkar by Ranade was
his imagination,” he stated.

Mr. Satyaki also accept-
ed that Savarkar went to
London for studies during
British rule and lived there
for four years. He agreed
that Savarkar wrote several
books and articles during
that period, and that some
of these works were pu-
blished under other names
to avoid attention from
British authorities.

However, he accepted
that he could not tell what
these books contain.

The defamation com-
plaint alleges that Mr.
Gandhi made statements
against Savarkar on multi-

ple occasions, including a
speech on March 5, 2023,
at the Overseas Congress
event in the United King-
dom. Mr. Satyaki claimed
that Mr. Gandhi accused
Savarkar of writing a book
in which he described
beating up a Muslim per-
son — an assertion Mr. Sa-
tyaki says is false, and that
no such incident occurred.
The complainant has sub-
mitted news reports and a
YouTube link of Mr. Gand-
hi’s speech as evidence.

Savarkar’s  grandne-
phew has sought punish-
ment for Mr. Gandhi under
Section 500 (defamation)
of the Indian Penal Code
and compensation under
Section 357 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

The cross-examination
will continue on April 13.

10A. ‘Swatantryaveer’ is not conferred by any government. on Savarkar, says
grandnephew

 JUITY flt TRPR GRT WARBR B 71 &1 715, Ui & A2
(grandnephew) T ddTq

o ‘Swatantryaveer’ is not conferred by any government. on Savarkar, says grandnephew.
A=A IUTTY el IRPR GRT ATARDR DI gl ol T3, ngrandnephew = gl

e Mr. Satyaki also accepted that Savarkar went to London for studies during British rule and
lived there for four years.
ot 3 g8 WY R fHar for g fafewr omaa & SR uei & fie ded e iR g8f IR
BISEH

o He agreed that Savarkar wrote several books and articles during that period, and that some of
these works were published under other names to avoid attention from British authorities.

gﬁﬂw% IR - 3 T B [xad AR 4G TR 3R $3 D1 S A1 O Y1

I

e However, he accepted that he could not tell what these books contain.
BT, I AT {3 I 37 Q! &t ATt & IR H TFHRT T8 7 |

e Mr. Satyaki claimed that Mr. Gandhi accused Savarkar of writing a book in which he
described beating up a Muslim person — an assertion Mr. Satyaki says is false, and that no
such incident occurred.

T = graT o fob e 3 e W 16 Gde U gieaw aafad &t diert &1 auld o &
SR T, ford g1 ST |

e Savarkar's grandnephew has sought punishment for Mr. Gandhi under Section 500
(defamation) of the Indian Penal Code and compensation under Section 357 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

YaRHR & grandnephew = TMieh & RATTH 1PC B YIRT 500 @TFETH) 3R CrPC $t URT 357
¥ ded ol 3R YHTgel A ]|
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Follow rituals and observances of a temple or
stay out, says SC Bench hearing Sabarimala case

Knls!:Ila!as !ala O] al

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said a person
who wants to visit a temple
has to follow the sampra-
daya (traditional practices)
of the shrine or stay out.

The court, in the Sabari-
mala reference, said peo-
ple may have their own
personal beliefs, but the ri-
tuals and observances of a
temple have to be followed
if one desires to worship
there.

‘Can’t change practice’

“You may have your own
personal belief, but you
cannot try to change the
practice or sampradaya
followed in a temple...

Either you adhere to it or
leave it. In Kerala, in some
temples, you have to wear
dhoti. If you cannot do it,
you cannot enter there...
There is no choice, except
to go under the sampra-
daya attached to a temple
or a denomination. The
moment you question the
practice, you go out of the
denomination,”  Justice
M.M. Sundresh, a member
of the nine-judge Bench,
said.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading the
Bench, said that in Guru-
vayoor temple, devotees
have to take off their shirts
to enter. “In gurdwaras,
you have to cover your
head,” he said.

Senior advocate C.S.

Petitioners say the 2018 verdict, which allowed women of all ages to
enter Sabarimala, didn’t apply the sampradaya test. LEJU KAMAL

Vaidyanathan, appearing
for the Nair Service Society
and other devotees’ organ-
isations, said the Sabarima-
la judgment of 2018, which
lifted the “ancient” prohi-

bition on women of men-
struating age from entering
the shrine, did not apply
the ‘sampradaya test’.

The 2018 verdict had re-
jected the argument that

the prohibition was an an-
cient custom and a core be-
lief.

The judgment had de-
clared the bar a violation of
women’s right to religious
freedom and equality.

“Hindus can belong to
several sampradayas.
They can visit any temple.
But if a Hindu wants to visit
a particular temple, the
sampradaya attached to
that temple must be fol-
lowed,” Justice BV. Naga-
rathna observed.

Additional Solicitor
General K.M. Nataraj, for
the Centre, said the man-
agement of the affairs in a
temple and the manner of
conduct of worship were
intrinsic to the faith of the
devotee.

10A. Follow rituals and observances of atemple or stay out, says SC Bench
hearing Sabarimala case

HfeR B TRuRTSH 3R Y BT UTer B3 U1 916% 7, aAHTE A $ 4TS
¥ gl &1 31 feuof

e The court, in the Sabarimala reference, said people may have their own personal beliefs, but
the rituals and observances of a temple have to be followed if one desires to worship there.

ST + FERATAT ATHS H FHgl [ Al & 3= safaaiTd fayT 81 9ahd €, Afd T v &
forw wfeR & SR &1 UTe SRl g |

‘Ca_n’t change pI:actice’

TIURT Gl ol ol Jhar

e “You may have your own personal belief, but you cannot try to change the practice or
sampradaya followed in a temple...
“3{TT% 3T G YT 81 Jhd &, Afh MY HieR BT UIURT (sampradaya) S Bt
e Either you adhere to it or leave it.
T Y Y BT YA B3 AT BIS S
e |nKerala, in some temples, you have to wear dhoti.
HA b PO Hfex! H el wg= 3 ard g1
e |fyou cannot do it, you cannot enter there...
T ST T ET B qhd, Tl 3ATT YT a] B Fohd |
e There is no choice, except to go under the sampradaya attached to a temple or a
denomination.
D13 fadey 161 8, Ryarg wfeR & WRT & 39R I & |
e Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading the Bench, said that in Guruvayoor temple,
devotees have to take off their shirts to enter.
g arn =T i A F81 o5 TargR wieR & yawr & fow 21 Iar- gt 8
e “In gurdwaras, you have to cover your head,” he said.

I el “TFgRI A 3UH! RR s g g1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Senior advocate C.S. Vaidyanathan, appearing for the Nair Service Society and other
devotees’ organisations, said the Sabarimala judgment of 2018, which lifted the “ancient”
prohibition on women of menstruating age from entering the shrine, did not apply the
‘sampradaya test'.
. 3T A FEl b 2018 FT AETHTEn e, o Afgersil & vaw W ufdsy ger
T, 39H sam pradaya test Fﬂ{ﬁlﬁf foram
The 2018 verdict had rejected the argument that the prohibition was an ancient custom and a
core belief,

2018 & Thyd - T8 b WINS o o I8 Ufaee T T URuRT 3R et sy i
The judgment had declared the bar a violation of women'’s right to religious freedom and
equality.
Trud & 39 afgenslt & urfife wad=dn SIR TUHaT & TSR $T Iecio- Jard 7|
“Hindus can belong to several sampradayas

TEg Ps TG ¥ T&fd g1 Ghd 5|

They can visit any temple.

9 foralt off Hfer o ST g B
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Have elections in India become plutocratic?
s iPoin TEESI——

PARI

many people will say even this limit is quite a
high number. Because of the first-past-the-post
system, candidates leave no stone unturned to

R.R.: 1 think the Supreme Court rightly struck it
down. And we got to know the details of the
donors because they were asked to disclose it.

-4 s Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West Bengal, win, including cash distribution. And we got to know who had given how much to
Assam and Puducherry head to the State funding of elections has been discussed, | which party. I think that was a very ill-conceived
= po].ls India’s vibrant democracy is on but it is not practical to implement. scheme..
%ﬁawn lay once again. But behind There could be a cap on party funding as It would have been completely opaque.

Co-founder and

the rallies ﬂlld roadshows, there is a growing
concern: elections are becoming increasingly

well, similar to the UK. system, where total
party spending is linked to the number of

Companies Act was amended to say that even
loss-making companies can contribute, which is

president of expensive. With political parties spending candidates. A mixed-member proportional against the interests of shareholders.
PRS Legislative  heavily on campaigns, advertising, and representation system could also help smaller ‘The electoral bond scheme would have
Research outreach, the role of money in shaping electoral parties gain representation, but that would neither brought transparency nor

competition is under scrutiny. Data shows that require major changes. accountability.

nearly 93% of India’s Members of Parliament are

crorepatis, raising the question of whether IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO ‘Will imposing caps ies” on How do we build a system that has both

access to political power is becoming more elections level the playing field? accountability and transparency?

unequal. What does this mean for smaller

parties and independent candidates? And what R.R.: Money is not a sufficient condition to win M.R.: Limits can be imposed, but it will drive M.R.: It's very important to have transparency

would it take to fix it? M.R. Madhavan and R. an election, but it has become a necessary the spending underground. You'll have more because that brings in accountability. If you see
R Rangarsjan Rangarajan discuss in a conversation moderated condition. People spend crores and still lose. spending with black money, which is not X’ has funded this party which won the election

by V. Nivedita. Edited excerpis: Unless there is a strong wave in favour of a reported. The reported amount stays within the | and that party takes a decision that benefits ‘X",
Former IS leader or a movement, which happens rarely, limit. How do you manage that given the way itis at least open and visible. That visibility
officer and How expensive are elections in India? like the AAP’s victory in Delhi in 2014. In most our country works? would bring in accountability.
f’(mmm elections that are dominated by national and One option is to remove limits and focus on But there’s a question — should companies be
Polity Simplified M.R. Madhavan: We actually don't know. regional parties, well-meaning independents transparency. That is, let candidates spend allowed to fund elections? They don't have a

Officially, the limit for a Lok Sabha candidate is
795 lakh. But we know, from talking to anyone
who has contested, that they spend far higher
than that. There is no official number, but there
are estimates, and they vary from State to State.
Thave heard numbers in the range of 150 crore
to T100 crore being spent in some places by each
candidate. But there is no real data because
none of this is accounted, audited, or reported.

TIwElecnunCumm:mnnmandalnthM

can ly a few but
the candidates spend higher than that. How
iis the EC allowing them to do that?

This is a very ¢
problem 1 have studied it, taught it, and even
contested an election, where | spent ¥20 lakh for
a parliamentary seat and got a handsome 1.35
lakh votes, about 12% of the constituency.

But that is for a candidate who simply wants
to participate. For winning, as Madhavan said,
the official limit is ¥95 lakh for a parliamentary
constituency and 240 lakh for an assembly
segment. In reality, the expenditure runs into
tens of crores. There is no limit on party's
expenditure but only on candidate.

It has become an uneven playing field. The
Election Commission does send observers, but
they are there only from the day of nomination
to election day. In those 20 days, how much can
they monitor? A lot of spending happens in
unaccounted cash.

candidates Qngwshed out because of high
expenditure?

and smaller parties are only going to be
also-rans. They cannot compete with the money
power of larger parties.

M.R.: This is standard across democracies. Take
the a large country with 50 States, but
effectively only two major parties dominate.
India has more parties, but if you look at it at the
State-level, typically, there are two main
contenders, sometimes three, and they
eventually form coalitions. This is typical in a
first-past-the-post system, where even a 1-2%
margm can decide the winner. Sopamm tend to
Smaller parties and i
usually don’t stay in power, except in rare cases.

Is a cap necessary on election spending by
individual candidates?

M.R.: The problem is that we need to spend a
lot of money for the size of constituencies we
have, for holding rallies, and to reach out to
people. Even if you are not giving money to
make people vote for you, you would still need a
lot money to campaign legitimately. The current
limits are too low.

One option is to increase the limit. Today,
even if someone raises funds transparently, they
cannot spend beyond the limit without risking
disqualification. So, candidates are forced to use
black money.

R.R.: Itis a catch-22 situation. Increasing limits
may allow candidates to spend more white
money, because the bigger parties tend to have
resourceful candidates. But1 think there is a
logic in keeping the limit at this level. In fact,

money and report it accurately.

R.R.: Even then, the use of black money will
continue. There is already no limit on party
spending, vet official disclosures are far lower
than actual estimates.

In the 2024 general election, the BJP said it
spent 11,500 crore and the Congress said it
spent around 2600 crore in their affidavit to the
Election Commission. The official expenditure
of all the big national and State parties put
together is around ¥3,300-3,400 crore. But the
Centre for Media Studies estimates that close to
21 lakh crore was spent.

Is alevel-playing field even possible?

R.R.: It requires political will. One simple
reform could be banning government-funded
advertisements six months before elections.
Currently, governments can spend on ads until
elections are announced, just 35-40 days before
the elections. Other reforms include
proportional representation.

MLR.: The question is, is money the primary
driver of election results? Evidence shows that
parties spending heavily still lose if they fail to
convince voters. | would also focus on
post-election functioning. Other than the fact
that they elect the prime minister or chief
minister, they become irrelevant because they
have to abide by the party whip. That is where
we need real reforms.

The Supreme Court scrapped electoral
bonds, but the opacity remains.

10A. Have elections in India become plutocratic?

T URT § G919 Y=a7 (Plutocratic) §9 T 82

vote. Only citizens vote.

So should such an entity be allowed to fund
elections at all? We had actually banned it
sometime in the late 60s. We allowed it again
about 15 years later. Both were done for certain
political reasons, but the fundamental question
should be discussed.

R.R.: That is a fair point. Democracies the world
over are a nexus between big corporate interests
and politicians. This would require political will
to change the law and that is not forthcoming,
unfortunately.

‘What role do civil society, pressure groups
and media play in fixing the system?

R.R.: | think the most important role they play is
at least spreading awareness.

M.R.: But if 0 important to note that people
do know a lot of things and they actina
particular way. In fact, Milan Vaishnav had a
very nice book called “Why Crime Pays’, which
says that people actively vote for certain
politicians who have a criminal background.
That in fact benefits them in an election.

Beyond awareness, we'll have to address the
core reasons why people behave in a certain
way so that we actually have a more thriving
democracy.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

3 iy
SREsY

o Data shows that nearly 93% of India’s Members of Parliament are crorepatis, raising the
question of whether access to political power is becoming more unequal.
3ichg TdTd § fob YR o TN 939 Wi HAGUT &, IS T Harel Ioehl & fob
A T b Ugd SHfE ST gl S et gl

o What does this mean for smaller parties and independent candidates?

YR ¥ g919 foraa wgd 82

DI BIC Tal MY Tad SRIGaR! & fore 7 3ref 32

How expensive are elections in India?

¢ M.R. Madhavan: We actually don’t know.
TH.3(R. WIYT: IRdd § g4 =g ual

o Officially, the limit for a Lok Sabha candidate is ¥95 lakh.
MAFNG T ¥, Th ApaHT IWgaR F forg Wrum 295 ara 3|

¢ | have heard numbers in the range of ¥50 crore to ¥100 crore being spent in some places by
each candidate.
TG 8 6 7o WMl R Ud® IAfigaR 250 HRIS A 2100 FIIS IF W9 HRl g

e Butthere is no real data because none of this is accounted, audited, or reported.
AT PYE TP ST el 2 FMb T T A o ool [paT oA 8, 7 ST 5 e ¥ iR A
fYare forar oman B

e The Election Commission mandates that candidates can spend only a few lakhs, but the

candidates spend higher than that.

STANT g Fuiid orar 8 i Snficar Pad 38 ard SUd Wd &R Tdhd &, b
Irflear 3T i Td B B
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R. Rangarajan: | have studied it, taught it, and even contested an election, where | spent ¥20
lakh for a parliamentary seat and got a handsome 1.35 lakh votes, about 12% of the
constituency.
B9 5T srere fban B, 38 uer @ ok W g o del 7, ofei 37 v gudiy die & R
220 I W T 3R G AT 1.35 A1 9 7, S 12% &F & SRR |
e For winning, as Madhavan said, the official limit is ¥95 lakh for a parliamentary
constituency and %40 lakh for an assembly segment.
Siian & fore, i fas Treas A FgT, Sfieiie ST sadia & & forg 295 @@ ik
ey & & e 240 AT B
e There is no limit on party’s expenditure but only on candidate.
uréf & T R D A TE1 &, Pl IRTGaR W 5|
e It has become an uneven playing field.
g U 3 Ufaeqyf &1 A s a1 B
e The Election Commission does send observers, but they are there only from the day of
nomination to election day.
fafem ST wefaerds Aord g, Afdh- d Had Aie & 3 ¥ g-1d 9% gl | g
e Alot of spending happens in unaccounted cash.
9gd IR W e Add T T g

e Unless there is a strong wave in favour of a leader or a movement, which happens rarely, like
the AAP’s victory in Delhi in 2014.

9 e fddl AT a1 Sficier & Uef H Aolgd @8R 7 81, S 9gd &H 8idl 8, oI 2014 H feeeh &
3T 3TeHt urdf @ Sfia|

Is a cap necessary on election spending by individual candidates?

w1 AferTd Irftear] & gATdt W wR W smawas 82

e M.R.: The problem is that we need to spend a lot of money for the size of constituencies we
have, for holding rallies, and to reach out to people.
TH.IR. T T8 ¢ [ 89N Mt &3 & SR & HRUI, et smaiford dx 3R aif adb
U & 7T &% sgd 3ifie o Td e Usar g

e Even if you are not giving money to make people vote for you, you would still need a lot
money to campaign legitimately.

Y BT 319 AT Pl ale o & forg T =1 < 7@ &, iR ot 9 U | TR %vA & g smuant

HTH! 4= BT ATl Bl 8
e The current limits are too low.
o TS §gd HH g
e One option is to increase the limit.
% [deu g § fo v o1 sgrn s

e There could be a cap on party funding as well, similar to the U.K. system, where total party
spending is linked to the number of candidates.

uﬁgﬁ%&;wﬁ@wwﬁwaﬁ%ﬁﬁz&mﬁﬁ,ﬁw@wﬂmﬁﬁm%
ST |

e A mixed-member proportional representation system could also help smaller parties gain
representation, but that would require major changes.

fufa-gew snquifae ufafifira yomedt 31 <l @ ufafifia fiam & Aae = T §,
At 39 T 9/ IGaa 3a=aws g

Will imposing caps on parties’ spending on elections level the playing field?

FIT UIE & AT Td TR AT A A G SaeR e

e M.R.: Limits can be imposed, but it will drive the spending underground.

TH 3R TS TE ST b g, Al S99 Td YfERTd 81 S|

e One option is to remove limits and focus on transparency.

% fared g ¢ fob WA geT &t og ik UReRfar wR @ faar S
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That is, let candidates spend money and report it accurately.

31Td, ITHIGART BT Td B3 ¢ SR IY Tel Aioh ¥ RUIE B &

R.R.: Even then, the use of black money will continue.

IR.MR.: 79 W BT U HT ITANT SR} |

There is already no limit on party spending, yet official disclosures are far lower than actual
estimates.

g g urf Td W dIs W1 e 7, bR 4t st Res o aRafaes SigAH 9 9gd HH g
In the 2024 general election, the BJP said it spent 1,500 crore and the Congress said it
spent around ¥600 crore in their affidavit to the Election Commission.

2024 % 3TH FATG T, HTSTUT 3 FHET fh I 21,500 FRIS W by 3R ST 3 307 gAmH-H
T T 2600 PHAS T FdTT|

The official expenditure of all the big national and State parties put together is around ¥3,300-
3,400 crore.

T 79 WP SIR I TA! BT H SMUPBING T I 23,300-3,400 BRIS ¢ |

But the Centre for Media Studies estimates that close to ¥1 lakh crore was spent.

Qe Yex Wik MU T &1 30 8 {6 T 21 aRg F$ W 6T M|

Is a level-playing field even possible?
FIT TH AR a1 FATd A HHT 82

R.R.: It requires political will.

AR IR, TS o1 IeT-fow FBTART B ATl ¢ |

One simple reform could be banning government-funded advertisements six months

before elections.

T WA YR IE 81 9hdl § [ I1d 9 §8 HeH Ugd GRPRI fagmu=ii | ufiey aman S|

Currently, governments can spend on ads until elections are announced, just 35-40 days

before the elections.

;ﬁnﬁﬁwﬁwa‘rﬁaaﬁw, It had 35-40 & uga aw, o= R Td o It
I

Other reforms include proportional representation.

3 QYR o rgunfere wfafeifiea wnfia 81

| think that was a very ill-conceived scheme.

IRT AT € fo 98 U 9gd &1 ITerd &1 | §918 75 aiol= 2|

It would have been completely opaque.

I8 T RE W SURERIT g |

Companies Act was amended to say that even loss-making companies can contribute, which

is against the interests of shareholders.

Hut rffermy & H=neA fosan mar aifes w1 & 9 I8t duf-at o GegE < I, S IRRYRS!
¥ el & I B
The electoral bond scheme would have neither brought transparency nor accountability.
SAGER SIS TIoHT A f URGRIAT ardl 3R 7 8 STaTace! |
How do we build a system that has both accountability and transparency?
wﬁmaﬁmﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%ﬁaﬁ?tﬁﬁmaﬁrﬁ?

. It's very important to have transparency because that brings in accountability.
mmn?.: IR RIAr 9gd He@qul ¢ Hife I8 Jareeg! Al ¢

If you see ‘X’ has funded this party which won the election and that party takes a decision that
benefits ‘X', it is at least open and visible.

I 319 37|d ¢ fob X 3 39 urdf 1 o faan forgm gma Sitr oiR g urdf e &) ary ugam
arer fAofa adt B, O U8 8 Q S8 gar 3R 3aTE 31 e 8|

That visibility would bring in accountability.

g Tl SraTagat ana|

But there’s a question — should companies be allowed to fund elections?

AP Ub FaTd & — T UG Bl ga § 4= 3 B A Bt 1R T?

They don’t have a vote.

3 UMY TdgH &1 UHR el gl
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e Only citizens vote.
Fad ANRS e 3 B
e So should such an entity be allowed to fund elections at all?
T Ut STl Bl g | 4 3 BT Al B TRy
e We had actually banned it sometime in the late 60s.
TH I H 38 1960 & &R & 3fd | Ufcrsifdrd fosar o)
o We allowed it again about 15 years later.
THA T 15 19 916 $9 TR ¥ Srafd &
e Both were done for certain political reasons, but the fundamental question should be
discussed.
S 010 S JSifde RN Y forg U 2, Afd ga Uy W 941 g afeu|
e R.R.: That is a fair point.
3R .3MR.: T8 TP 3ud fag g
¢ Democracies the world over are a nexus between big corporate interests and politicians.
T R P AihaAl | 99 PIURe fEdl iR IeHarsit & dig Teets sl ol
e This would require political will to change the law and that is not forthcoming, unfortunately.

B SaT P 1Y ST SwoTITaRT Bl SHTaRaehdl gITh, S gHiTgasy o 781 & Weh 2|

What role do civil society, pressure groups and media play in fixing the system?

JOITel &1 JURA B ANTRS TUTS, ga1d Gig 3R HiEar &t & yfirer 82

e R.R.: | think the most important role they play is at least spreading awareness.
3R.3R.: TR AT § 3 379! T8 Heayul YfHieT $8 ¥ FH ARewdl Barr g |
e M.R.: Butit’s also important to note that people do know a lot of things and they act in a
particular way.
%&%w Afs g8 Ut &I TG Heayul § o AT 98 $8 STHd § 3R ST 3JUR ER
I
¢ In fact, Milan Vaishnav had a very nice book called ‘Why Crime Pays’, which says that
people actively vote for certain politicians who have a criminal background.
ra o, firasT Qwig @) U URTE T%% ‘Why Crime Pays’ €, foroH @g1 T § & @i afesa
=0 QT el 1 e 33 § Rt sRifie gsaf e 2|
e That in fact benefits them in an election.
g IRdd § gA1d H I fod USRI gial g |
e Beyond awareness, we'll have to address the core reasons why people behave in a certain
way so that we actually have a more thriving democracy.
SRRl ¥ 3T IGHR 88 3 Hd PR B! AT 8T 3 N1 T aeR 0 Rl &, dlfcs
IJRa B U P Had Alpad [AHRId ol Job |
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON/BUDAPEST

After Viktor Orban’s 16-
year rule in Hungary, inter-
national investors say they
are primed for the once
unthinkable prospect that
the firebrand Prime Minis-
ter and thorn in the EU’s
side - could be voted out of
power at the weekend.

Hungary’s  Parliamen-
tary election on Sunday is
set to be the most market-
sensitive in Europe this
year, political analysts say,
given Orban’s frequent
clashes with Brussels over
issues ranging from immi-
gration to his closeness to
Russia.

Sharp share price falls of
companies linked to Orban

along with currency mar-
ket volatility gauges indi-
cating potential extreme
moves in the forint, show
investors are clearly bet-
ting on change.

Orban ‘defeat’
“Iwould say the market is
positioning for an Orban
defeat,”said Viktor Szabo,
an EM debt portfolio man-
ager at Aberdeen in Lon-
don, which has been in-
creasing its exposure to
Hungary’s  government
bonds over the last month.
Orban’s position has be-
come precarious following
three years of economic
stagnation, a cost-of-living
crisis since the war in Uk-
raine and revelations
about his ties to Russia.
Opinion polls point to the
62-year-old being beaten
by former Fidesz party ally

-
Uncertain outcome: A person wears a mask depicting Viktor Orban in Budapest, Hungary. REUTERS

Peter Magyar though polit-
ical analysts say there is a
range of potential out-
comes, including Orban
clinging to power.
Hungary’s government
bonds are in the spotlight

for investors because a win
for Magyar and his Tisza
party could start to unlock
some €18 billion ($21 bil-
lion) of EU funding that has
been frozen due to con-
cerns over democratic

standards. The amount is
equivalent to about 8% of
Hungary’s expected gross
domestic product (GDP)
this year.

“That money would
provide a much-needed

10A. Investors position for a post-Orban Hungary

frawre dive-eiiai R & fog Rufa TR €

e Investors position for a post-Orban Hungary.
e uiRe-sitat R & fog ot Rufd 18 €

e After Viktor Orban’s 16-year rule in Hungary, international investors say they are primed for
the once unthinkable prospect that the firebrand Prime Minister and thorn in the EU’s side -
could be voted out of power at the weekend.

ez anefa &

YYTTHA 1 Il T 916 fbar ot Toball g

e Hungary’s Parliamentary election on Sunday is set to be the most market-sensitive in Europe
this year, political analysts say, given Orban’s frequent clashes with Brussels over issues
ranging from immigration to his closeness to Russia.

TR} BT S T1d 39 998 R F G ATehe -Hag-12iier I off 61 8, i sl &

A Y F3 Oel R THRIGR & |

ngary

boost to investment,which
has been a weak spot for
years in Hungary,” Szabo
explained, adding that bet-
ter growth would also help
the government’s finances.

Close call

Budapest currently has
one of the EU’s largest bud-
get deficits at over 5%. Its
debt-to-GDP ratio is also
above 70% and rising,
meaning that rating agency
S&P Global has the country
just one downgrade away
from ‘junk’ status.

Political analysts stress
the election result might
not go the way polls cur-
rently indicate - raising
risks for investors betting
on the most market-friend-
ly outcome of victory for
the pro-EU Tisza party.

“In the current situa-
tion, anything is possible

from a Tisza constitutional
supermajority to a Fidesz
majority,” political scien-
tist Andrea Szabo said.
She cautions the polls
may be imati

JPMorgan see as only a 5-
10% probability - rolling
back even Orban’s most
contested policies would
be complicated.

“The Com-

support for Fidesz. The far-
right Our Homeland party
could also win enough sup-
port to become a “king-
maker,” opening a path for
Fidesz and Orban to stay in
power.

In any case, the EU’s
longest-serving leader may
not go down without a
fight, potentially compli-
cating any transition to
anew government, some
analysts warn.

While Hungary’s cur-
rency, stock market and
bonds have largely outper-
formed on the prospect of
a Tisza victory, without a
parliamentary supermajor-
ity - something analysts at

mission has previously re-
leased funding in response
to reforms, so a Tisza go-
vernment could plausibly
secure access to limited
tranches,” analysts at Capi-
talEconomics said.

“That said, it’s unlikely
that the EU would formally
lower the thresholds for
unlocking frozen funds.”

Boost for Forint

The outcome of the vote
will also affect other coun-
tries such as Ukraine -
where Orban is currently
blocking a €90 billion EU
loan - and others around
Europe where right-wing
populists eye power.

16 T & T & 15, SIRRIPIT FARDT 31 F51 § 5 o9 g Gva 3 i

e Sharp share price falls of companies linked to Orban along with currency market volatility
gauges indicating potential extreme moves in the forint, show investors are clearly betting on
change.

3Naf F JS Hulal & Aux § ARmae iR Bifve gar  3ifRRar 3 Gobd frerar 8 & Az
IS B IHIE PG o

Orban ‘defeat’
3Na &1 R

o ‘| would say the market is positioning for an Orban defeat,” said Viktor Szabo, an EM debt
portfolio manager at Aberdeen in London, which has been increasing its exposure to
Hungary’s government bonds over the last month.

oY wITe) 3 Bl {6 IoiR SiiafH $t gR B TR} B IET R 3R I HU- A T &

WHRY 9gd § a2 dern |
¢ Orban’s position has become precarious following three years of economic stagnation, a cost-
of-living crisis since the war in Ukraine and revelations about his ties to Russia.

= 91 Bt

T gl

e Opinion polls point to the 62-year-old being beaten by former Fidesz party ally Peter Magyar
though political analysts say there is a range of potential outcomes, including Orban clinging
to power.

A Ui & SR Wer HR 3NaH & g1 Ahd 8, gTaiie dbs JuIfad IRomT IHa g |
¢ Hungary’s government bonds are in the spotlight for investors because a win for Magyar and

his Tisza party could start to unlock some €18 billion ($21 billion) of EU funding that has been

frozen due to concerns over democratic standards.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

3 319, AETS Hebe iR = A Jael & HRUT 39+ Pt T FASR 8

Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

WHRI 9 Fag®! & o Hgayu § Fifes fewar urdf ot Sfia ¥ €18 faferam Eu e ga
qHa1 gl

The amount is equivalent to about 8% of Hungary’s expected gross domestic product (GDP)
this year.

g IR R & GDP BT ATHIT 8% G |

“That money would provide a much-needed boost to investment, which has been a weak spot
for years in Hungary,” Szabo explained, adding that better growth would also help the
government’s finances.

Tg 4= FRa=T 31 9grar 4 SR eI fa &1 off wetgd s

Close call

B! TIDBR

Budapest currently has one of the EU’s largest budget deficits at over 5%.

H 5% A fIF gole e 5|
Its debt-to-GDP ratio is also above 70% and rising, meaning that rating agency S&P Global
has the country just one downgrade away from ‘junk’ status.

BUI-H-GDP JUTd 70% ¥ 31U § 3R 96 6T 5, o™ S&P Global A ¥ &1 5% RUfd &
ERCERIRIE]
Political analysts stress the election result might not go the way polls currently indicate -
raising risks for investors betting on the most market-friendly outcome of victory for the pro-
EU Tisza party.
faRawe! &1 e i g aRomy iie & SgER 181 ft 81 T, s fawre! & ferg
ST ST g |
“In the current situation, anything is possible from a Tisza constitutional supermajority to a
Fidesz majority,” political scientist Andrea Szabo said.
TEaT wIra A H51 b ada fRUfA T foar GuRAiRG: ¥ A fihee 9g0d 0o oo i
IHT B
She cautions the polls may be underestimating support for Fidesz.
S5 dra <l o Uiet et & |0l &1 $H o Uavd ¢ |
The far-right Our Homeland party could also win enough support to become a “kingmaker,”
opening a path for Fidesz and Orban to stay in power.
Our Homeland UTEf 1t fHTAHT 59 Tl & SR NS & I & §911 7@ Tl ¢ |
In any case, the EU’s longest-serving leader may not go down without a fight, potentially
complicating any transition to a new government, some analysts warn.
[ & SIUR EU & HaH dd THY 9% a1 ¢ a1at =T fo1 9oy & 751 gl

While Hungary’s currency, stock market and bonds have largely outperformed on the
prospect of a Tisza victory, without a parliamentary supermajority - something analysts at
JPMorgan see as only a 5-10% probability - rolling back even Orban’s most contested
policies would be complicated.
éﬁyﬂaaﬁﬁm@rww% AT JuRASITCT & fo=1 Aol o1 sger HfeA

I
“The European Commission has previously released funding in response to reforms, so a
Tisza government could plausibly secure access to limited tranches,” analysts at Capital
Economics said.

European Commission Ugd YRl TR B8 SR IR &1 ¢, ST O NBR B! WA g
e Sl 5|

“That said, it’s unlikely that the EU would formally lower the thresholds for unlocking frozen
funds.”

BT EU GRT Xdl | ¢l o1 IHd gl g

Boost for Forint

wif¥e & fore gegrar

The outcome of the vote will also affect other countries such as Ukraine - where Orban is
currently blocking a €90 billion EU loan - and others around Europe where right-wing

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page18



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

populists eye power.

ﬁg;%g[qﬁwmq;#rﬂ%amﬁﬁaﬁlﬁumﬁaw,wahaﬁegom EU BUT &I
|

Worried by hits on Iran’s nuclear site: IAEAS Grossi

Attacks on nuclear plants, such as the recent strikes inside the premises of Iran's Bushehr nuclear plant, should never happen, says IAEA chief: a candidate for UN Secretary-General, he says UN reform

is a process that countries themselves have decided to channel through an intergovernmental process; the international community should ensure that nuclear weapons are never used, he adds

INTERVIEW
Rafael Grossi

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ttacks like the one
A on Iran’s Bushehr
nuclear site must

never happen again, and
the world must avoid a mo-
ment where nuclear wea-
pons, even in a limited
way, would be used, says
Director-General of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency, Rafael Grossi, wel-
coming news of the US.-
Iran ceasefire. In an exclu-
sive interview to The Hin-
du, Mr. Grossi, who is
running for UN Secretary
General this year, says
UNSC reform is possible,
and that India has a “legiti-
mate” claim to a seat.

and the talks ahead?

As a diplomat, as a man of
peace, as the head of an in-
ternational organisation in
the area of peace and inter-
national security, I would
say that we are relieved
and we are happy to see
that at least, for some time,
the war is stopping, and
that an opening is there in
front of us for diplomacy.
The IAEA will play a con-
structive role to support
these processes, as we
have been doing in the
past.

How worried are you
that the kind of conflict
we’ve seen already, the
strikes near Bushehr,
Isfahan, other nuclear
sites, have hada
dangerous impact?

Specifically on radiological
consequences, there have
been none so far, which

serious and grave. We were
very concerned this past
weekend, when a number
of direct hits were seen in-
side the premises of the
Bushehr nuclear power
plant, and we have been in
touch, with all sides, Iran,
Israel, U.S., and Russia be-
cause this is partially oper-
ated by the state company
Rosatom.

We have been engaging
in some consultations with
all in order to try to pre-
vent the occurrence of this
type of event in the future.
So far, so good, but of
course, it's something that
should never, should never
happen.

‘Was there a point which
you were worried, given
U.S. President Trump’s
threats?

The IAEA has been playing

a role in two ongoing wars
~ one that has reached a

Russia and Ukraine, so
we're always on a state of
alert.

Thanks to the very effi-
cient work of mediation,
[India’s] neighbours in Pa-
kistan, Egypt and some
others trying to bring the
two belligerents together,
[we have a ceasefire]. Of
course, there was a con-
cern, but at the same time,
as even President Trump
was saying that there were
intense negotiations ongo-
ing, there was hope. We

It is a moment of reflection
where we as the interna-
tional community, the
IAEA, the United Nations,
have to make sure that we
do not get to a moment
where nuclear weapons,
even in a limited way,
would be used.

You are a candidate for
the UN

General elections this
year. What is your
agenda?

of the world, even in your
country and the neigh-
bourhood (India-Pakistan),
and in Cambodia-Thailand,
Azerbaijan-Armenia, Su-
dan-South Sudan, Ukraine
and Russia.

I think we need to re-
member why the United
Nations was established af-
ter the cataclysmic events
of the Second World War.
The IAEA and I have been
engaged with the bellige-
rents. We have been pre-
venting nuclear accidents,
we have been trying to
move into the solution of
this issue in Iran. This is
what inspired me for the
[UNSG post].

Can you offer a way
forward on UNSC
reforms, which seem
stuck?

Obviously, the Secretary
General does not have a
magic wand. This is a pro-

channel through an inter-
governmental negotiating
process. The UN Secretary
General can do a lot in
terms of having conversa-
tions, in terms of bringing
people together, and in re-
cognising the role of coun-
tries. India has a global role
and a legitimate aspiration.

India rejects UN
involvement in the
Kashmir dispute and
has also asked the UN
monitoring group on
India and Pakistan to
wind up its operations.
As UN Secretary
General, what would be
your stand?

I think it's a matter that
needs to be discussed. 1am
very aware of the position
of India, and also of Pakis-
tan. | think it's important
that we recognise that, as it
happened just a few
months ago (May 2025),

dressed in dialogue with all
the parties.

You were involved very
closely with India about
adecade ago at Nuclear
Suppliers Group, over
its application for
membership, that
hasn’t come through
yet. Is there any chance
of that now?

As chair of the nuclear sup-
pliers group (2016), | was
pushing for an NSG that
would be reflective and in-
clusive of all the big players
in the nuclear industry. In-
dia continues to be one,
which by the way, deserves
to be congratulated for the
very recent breakthrough
in terms of the criticality of
a fast breeder reactor (Kal-
pakkam). At that time, we
were not so far from get-
ting it, I continue to be op-
timistic about the possibili-
ty [of India’s membership).

there is an issue of instabil-
ity, that needs to be ad-

(Full interview at
newsth.live/grossi)

cess that countries them-
selves have decided to

War has returned in a fu-
rious way to different parts

doesn’t mean that what
has been happening is not

see that the [nuclear
threat] is not hypothetical.

F What is your reaction to
the U.S.-Iran ceasefire,

ceasefire point, and anoth-
er that hasn't, between

10A. Worried by hits on Iran’s nuclear site: IAEA’s Grossi

3 & RHATY] A TR gHal o fifad: IAEA & aieht

o Worried by hits on Iran’s nuclear site: IAEA’s Grossi.
IAEA & T} 7 ST & URHTY] &I TR gHA! I ADR fadl SITs |

e Attacks on nuclear plants, such as the recent strikes inside the premises of Iran’s Bushehr
nuclear plant, should never happen, says IAEA chief; a candidate for UN Secretary-General,
he says UN reform is a process that countries themselves have decided to channel through
an intergovernmental process; the international community should ensure that nuclear
weapons are never used, he adds.

IAEA W - %gl fas Bushehr URHTY] T S g0 it 781 819 91fgT; 3514 Hal fh UN
YR U feR-TvHT ufehar g 3R g &1 gRfyd o=ar ity i uramy sfar o
IUAT A Bl

e Attacks like the one on Iran’s Bushehr nuclear site must never happen again, and the world
must avoid a moment where nuclear weapons, even in a limited way, would be used, says

Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Rafael Grossi, welcoming
news of the U.S.-Iran ceasefire.

A AR A H8T fF Bushehr TRHTY] RIS SR §HS SIERT Tl g4 1T 3R g &1 39
fRufA & Fo1 13T STt uRHTY] AR &1 SuahT 51

e In an exclusive interview to The Hindu, Mr. Grossi, who is running for UN Secretary General
this year, says UNSC reform is possible, and that India has a “legitimate” claim to a seat.
grﬁﬁ, S UN WeTaIfd g & SHfEaR €, 3 &8l fh UNSC YR THT g 3R HIRd BT 3¢ graT

I

e What is your reaction to the U.S.-Iran ceasefire, and the talks ahead?
SANPT-IT GGfARTH 3R 31 Bt FTaeid R 3MTus! F1 ufafshar 82

e As adiplomat, as a man of peace, as the head of an international organisation in the area of
peace and international security, | would say that we are relieved and we are happy to see
that at least, for some time, the war is stopping, and that an opening is there in front of us for
diplomacy.
I5I Fel fos U Ie-R® SR xMifa wade & wu 8 3 g § & fhaera g 31 8 3R
Pe-ifa & T SR s 3|
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The IAEA will play a constructive role to support these processes, as we have been doing in
the past.

IAEA 3 Ufehansfl I T YffreT Ay

How worried are you that the kind of conflict we’'ve seen already, the strikes near Bushehr,
Isfahan, and other nuclear sites, have had a dangerous impact?

&7 Bushehr, Isfahan 3R 31 URATY] WY& TR gHA! I GRS YHTT TST 82

Specifically on radiological consequences, there have been none so far, which doesn’t mean
that what has been happening is not serious and grave.

319 A M SATaAToTHd YHTT o] §ofl &, Ao fufd TR 51

We were very concerned this past weekend, when a number of direct hits were seen inside
the premises of the Bushehr nuclear power plant, and we have been in touch with all sides,
Iran, Israel, U.S., and Russia because this is partially operated by the state company
Rosatom.

Bushehr Wie R g9  Ridr 91 3R S, goRIsd, MRS, 9 3 Jud fovar |

We have been engaging in some consultations with all in order to try to prevent the
occurrence of this type of event in the future.

HiIsT & T ge1sil &1 Adb & e waft ug & qradia o 51

So far, so good, but of course, it's something that should never, should never happen.

319 a% U i B, A1 7 Flt 1) g anfgwl

Was there a point which you were worried about, given the U.S. President Trump’s threats?
Y B erafpat @ fRiar g¥2

The IAEA has been playing a role in two ongoing wars — one that has reached a ceasefire
point, and another that hasn’t, between Russia and Ukraine, so we're always on a state of
alert.

IAEA & g5l & Tftha 8—Tah o WSIBTR 3R G¥RT TH-Geb JG— 3 TeTT ORI Y g |
Thanks to the very efficient work of mediation, [India’s] neighbours in Pakistan, Egypt and
some others trying to bring the two belligerents together, [we have a ceasefire].
AR ARl ¥ rfeear, fire oife = ggfav™ o e 3t

Of course, there was a concern, but at the same time, as even President Trump was saying
that there were intense negotiations ongoing, there was hope.

fefan o, <ifop=1 araf ot 519 9 3iG oft ot

We see that the [nuclear threat] is not hypothetical.

TRHTY] kT RS g |

You were involved very closely with India about a decade ago at the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, over its application for membership, that hasn’t come through yet.

310 NSG H HRd B! He=idl Ufehdl H =fHe |

Is there any chance of that now?

T 3F SHD! THIGHT 572

As chair of the nuclear suppliers group (2016), | was pushing for an NSG that would be
reflective and inclusive of all the big players in the nuclear industry.

3I5iH Dl fb d NSG ! HHTARM ST dled |

India continues to be one, which by the way, deserves to be congratulated for the very recent
breakthrough in terms of the criticality of a fast breeder reactor (Kalpakkam).

YRA S SAUFRPH BRE Ao Ruaer Iuaisy & o 9urs & S Al
At that time, we were not so far from getting it, | continue to be optimistic about the possibility
[of India’s membership].

I T Hewdl e ot ok o oft =g

Can you offer a way forward on UNSC reforms, which seem stuck?

UNSC YR TR 3 T IR 1 82

Obviously, the Secretary General does not have a magic wand.

HETHiE & U $15 Sgs THILH T8 |

This is a process that countries themselves have decided to channel through an
intergovernmental negotiating process.

g dR-TRPRI a1l ufpar g |
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people together and in recognlsmg the role of countries.
UN TTHIRIG Ta1g 3R 9ga1T &I 961 9dhd g

e India has a global role and a legitimate aspiration.

YRd & Ay YT 3k du swpign |

¢ India rejects UN involvement in the Kashmir dispute and has also asked the UN monitoring

group on India and Pakistan to wind up its operations.
YR 7 HRAR e, T UN Bt YT o1 srdiaR f5ar g1
o As UN Secretary General, what would be your stand?

AEMd 5 TR 3MTUDT T 3G gH?

e | think it's a matter that needs to be discussed.

I8 U U1 el & Ford W =t Sima=as g1

e | am very aware of the position of India, and also of Pakistan.

3 HRd 3R UIfha 1 & 39 3 gRfd &

o | think it's important that we recognise that, as happened just a few months ago (May 2025),

there is an issue of instability that needs to be addressed in dialogue with all the parties.

g 2025 ) g3l J WY g & AfRRET 1 GH1 Harg ¥ g1 Afeul

Trump makes up with Sahel juntas
with focus on U.S. mineral interests

T —

WASHINGTON

After years of sidelining the
Sahel’s military rulers, the
United States under Presi-
dent Donald Trump is
shifting to engagement and
prioritising the quest for
security and minerals over
promotion of democracy.
The Trump administra-
tion has made little secret
that Africa is not its top
priority but has watched
warily as China and Russia
make inroads in countries
rich in uranium, gold, lithi-
um and other resources vi-
tal in the modern econo-
my. The US. had
suspended the bulk of its
security and other assis-
tance to Burkina Faso, Mali
and Niger after military ta-
keovers from 2020 to 2023.
Niger booted out some

The U.S. suspended a bulk of its security assistance to Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger after military takeovers from 2020 to 2023. REUTERS

1,000 U.S. troops, along
with forces of former colo-
nial power France, with
the U.S. under former Pre-
sident Joe Biden obliged to
shut down a remote base
built at a cost of $100 mil-
lion from which U.S. forces
flew drones across the
vast, unstable region.

For Nick Checker, the
Trump  administration’s
top official in the State De-

partment’s Africa bureau,
the U.S. needs to be “deal-
ing with the world as it is”
and should have no illu-
sions that it can “impose
our will” and create
democracies.

“Just by engaging, that
itselfis a tool; it’s not an en-
dorsement of how these
governments came to pow-
er,” Mr. Checker told AFP.

The countries, among

the world’s poorest, have
shown an openness to U.S.
investment despite their
VOws to protect sovereign-
ty. Mr. Trump has put high
emphasis on securing min-
erals, a key focus in his
conflict diplomacy both in
Ukraine and the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo.
Under Biden, the U.S.
emphasised moving away
from a military-led ap-
proach seen in the French
operation and strongly
backed regional bloc ECO-
WAS in rejecting coups.
Ebenezer Obadare, a se-
nior fellow at the Council
on Foreign Relations, said,
“I think there’s a lot of
short-termism the U.S.
might regret — this new
emphasis of, we just want
to do business with you
and we don’t want to care
about any other thing.”

10A. Trump makes up with Sahel juntas with focus on U.S. mineral interests

<U A TR A 1 A ey GUR, e et @i fgal w

e Trump makes up with Sahel juntas with focus on U.S. mineral interests.

[ B K|

T AT Y o JURA gU AR @feet feal R e Sfaa faa

e After years of sidelining the Sahel’s military rulers, the United States under President Donald

Trump is shifting to engagement and prioritising the quest for security and minerals over
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promotion of democracy.

H qN AP ATed b AT ATAP| P| ToR3HET B & 91G, SIHTES ¢U & g o AR o

TR& 3R @il o) A A e wrufirear ¢ w1

The Trump administration has made little secret that Africa is not its top priority but has

watched warily as China and Russia make inroads in countries rich in uranium, gold,

lithium and other resources vital in the modern economy.

U U= 3 WY {541 ¢ b Snbiept 39! urufirear 761 €, dftr 19 3R ¥ & sgd uHd

IR TR X T8

The U.S. had suspended the bulk of its security and other assistance to Burkina Faso,

Mali and Niger after military takeovers from 2020 to 2023.

gﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁmm, AT 3R AR & 2020-2023 & V=T AREATIAE & S1G TG b of
I

Niger booted out some 1,000 U.S. troops, along with forces of former colonial power France,
with the U.S. under former President Joe Biden obliged to shut down a remote base built at a
cost of $100 million from which U.S. forces flew drones across the vast, unstable region.
TSR A T 1000 AP AT SR wivid qat ! a5R F= foan, o s &
$100 fAfer= &1 89 5 HRAT US|

For Nick Checker, the Trump administration’s top official in the State Department’s Africa
bureau, the U.S. needs to be “dealing with the world as it is” and should have no illusions that
it can “impose our will” and create democracies.

% AHR & SR, ARSI B gfaT & ot § it TR SA1 afey 3R Aldas Ao HT
PRINEHEREICI Y

“Just by engaging, that itself is a tool; it's not an endorsement of how these governments
came to power,” Mr. Checker told AFP.

ITH Bel fos WU FATT T@T g1 TP 1Y §, I8 WBRI & Il & 37 HT 90 81 51
The countries, among the world’s poorest, have shown an openness to U.S. investment
despite their vows to protect sovereignty.

3 =1, SN gferan & ad TR 3= A 5, et e & i ga 7

Mr. Trump has put high emphasis on securing minerals, a key focus in his conflict
diplomacy both in Ukraine and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

U 7 @i ST ) QRem W SR G 7, S g ok i & 39! Afa o1 g g
Under Biden, the U.S. emphasised moving away from a military-led approach seen in the
French operation and strongly backed regional bloc ECOWAS in rejecting coups.

%ﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁwmﬁw 3R ECOWAS &1 IHYT X §U aRedIuae &l faliy
|
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West Asia war cuts India’s growth outlook to 6.6%

Tf3T TR g A URd $t [AHT &3 BT A GTHN 6.6% 3T
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West Asia war cuts India’s growth outlook to 6.6%
(GS Iil: Economy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The World Bank has re-
vised downwards India’s
growth outlook for 2026-27
to 6.6% from 7.2%, citing
the impact of the war in
West Asia on household
and government consump-
tion, as well as on indus-
trial activity.

The India Development
Update report by the
World Bank said that “in
the absence of the con-
flict”, India’s GDP growth
was projected at 7.2%, a re-
flection of better-than-ex-
pected growth in 2025-26,
“strong initial momentum”
in the fourth quarter of
that year and a “broad pro-
growth reform agenda”.
“Growth is now projected
at 6.6% in FY27, reflecting
headwinds from the Mid-
dle East conflict — assum-

Revised figures

World Bank reports says that ‘in the absence of the conflict’,
India’s GDP growth would have been 7.2%

OUTLOOK FOR FY27:

= Real GDP growth:
6.6% vs 7.6%

in FY26

m Inflation (Consumer
Price Index): 4.9%
vs 2.3%in FY26

= Net FDI, inflow

(as % of GDP):

0.6 vs 0.5in FY26

ing an extended disruption
in global energy (oil and
gas) supply till end-2026,”
the report said.

The India Development
Update report is a compa-
nion to the South Asia Eco-
nomic Update 2026. That
report had projected
growth in South Asia to
slow to 6.3% in 2026 from

7% in 2025 due to disrup-
tions in energy markets.
The World Bank’s Acting
Director for India Paul Pro-
cee noted that there are
things that can be done to
boost growth. “Boosting
private sector-led growth
will be critical to streng-
thening economic resi-
lience and supporting

more young people to en-
ter the workforce,” Mr. Pro-
cee said.

Cross-sector slowdown
The report said that indus-
trial activity is expected to
slow to 7.5% in 2026-27
from 8.8% in the previous
year. It said that the manu-
facturing sector — especial-
ly electronics, automo-
biles, and other tradable
goods — will prop up indus-
trial growth.

“However, higher input
costs and decreased export
demand from the Gulf re-
gion will weigh on overall
industrial growth,” the re-
port said. “Business servic-
es are likely to be impacted
by the global economic
slowdown and higher in-
put costs (particularly of
LPG) will adversely impact
food and accommodation
services.”

10A. West Asia war cuts India’s growth outlook to 6.6%
T3 TR g5 d YR 1 faeT S BT SIgH 9P 6.6% il

e The West Asia war cuts India’s growth outlook to 6.6%.
i3 TR g A URd &1 faeI % &1 3IHH YT 6.6% o |
e The World Bank has revised downwards India’s growth outlook for 2026-27 to 6.6%
from 7.2%, citing the impact of the war in West Asia on household and government
consumption, as well as on industrial activity.

fay 9 3 2026-27 & oI URA Pt fIBTI & BT 7.2% A TSTPR 6.6% B 01 8, SopT HRUT

The report went on to
say that there are “substan-
tial downside risks” to its
outlook, suggesting that
growth could slow further
if the conflict in West Asia
is prolonged. “Although In-
dia can absorb temporary
shocks, its reliance on
energy imports from the
region leaves the external
balance, inflation, and fis-
cal position vulnerable,”
the report said. A disrupt-
ed labor market in Gulf
economies could signifi-
cantly lower remittances.

Notably, the report
further said that, if the go-
vernment and oil market-
ing companies continue to
shield consumers from the
full brunt of higher energy
prices through excise rate
cuts and increased subsi-
dies, the government’s fis-
cal consolidation efforts
could reverse.

Uf3y TR g &1 TR SUHNT, RS T 3R enfire afafafR w= yvre samar mn g1

e The India Development Update report by the World Bank said that “in the absence of the
conflict”, India’s GDP growth was projected at 7.2%, a reflection of better-than-expected
growth in 2025-26, “strong initial momentum” in the fourth quarter of that year and a “broad
pro-growth reform agenda”.

3use Ui & YR, “afc ¥y 7 Iar, d YRd &I GDP i 7.2% 3§+ &I
SFTHM T, S 2025-26 H IgaR UaxH, ASIgd URTHS i 3R fIeraq@ JURT &1 uikomm
il

e “Growth is now projected at 6.6% in FY27, reflecting headwinds from the Middle East conflict
— assuming an extended disruption in global energy (oil and gas) supply till end-2026,” the

report said.

Ruté # g1 T o5 2027 # fITH & 6.6% 6 BT 3FHM &, S AeA Yd VW & BRI Sl
Jmyfef @ 3R =) & a1en Y el g

e The India Development Update report is a companion to the South Asia Economic Update

2026.

gfeur Sgaude 3rmde RO South Asia Economic Update 2026 & TgRI% R g1

e That report had projected growth in South Asia to slow to 6.3% in 2026 from 7% in 2025 due

to disruptions in energy markets.

39 feuré o gféror uhmn ot 9fS 2025 F 7% A gTHR 2026 T 6.3% T BT STHH AT T
T, fSRIepT HRU FHoif IR & e 2 |

¢ The World Bank’s Acting Director for India Paul Procee noted that there are things that can be

done to boost growth.

fay 9 & Hriae® MeWH Paul Procee 3 8T fh faw™ &) 9gH & T HeH I3TT ST Ahd

gl
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“Boosting private sector-led growth will be critical to strengthening economic resilience and
supporting more young people to enter the workforce,” Mr. Procee said.

321 &gl 3 freft & enenfya faera & sgrn snffe wergedt ofik garsif &1 AwmR 7 &
ferg Hecayui g

Cross-sector slowdown

gt &= o wdt

The report said that industrial activity is expected to slow to 7.5% in 2026-27 from 8.8% in the

previous year.

o & @1 T [ sirenfires nifafafir 2026-27 7 8.8% & geHR 7.5% B A& g

It said that the manufacturing sector — especially electronics, automaobiles, and other tradable

goods — will prop up industrial growth.

O Tl T & A_qhaafeT Aaex, faRva gagei-ad, Jferarsed iR 3 AR I

IHU, 3w B B TgRT S

“However, higher input costs and decreased export demand from the Gulf region will weigh

on overall industrial growth,” the report said.

f¥a1E o we1 a1 i I ArTa SR WSt & A 4 frafa wiv el e W gam Sl

“Business services are likely to be impacted by the global economic slowdown and higher

input costs (particularly of LPG) will adversely impact food and accommodation services.’
JaTY e Al ¥ muifad g iR LPG St anTa Sg- ¥ Wy SR SITarT Jarg

guifad g

The report went on to say that there are “substantial downside risks” to its outlook, suggesting

that growth could slow further if the conflict in West Asia is prolonged.

RIS 3 g1 o 59 A § Aeayqul Sfed & 3R afe ufdm oRr dod et =er,

famr SR ¢ftm 8 Wb 5|

“Although India can absorb temporary shocks, its reliance on energy imports from the region

leaves the external balance, inflation, and fiscal position vulnerable,” the report said.

fROre & ol T fh YR STt STedl o U Gavdl 5, Al SHetl Smard wR fkar & sRor
1Y) e, gErRwifa oiR ey fRIfT HASR 8 gad 3

A disrupted labor market in Gulf economies could significantly lower remittances.

@St =M H o SR § gy § ¥ew ¥ URl fRmae o 9ot gl

Notably, the report further said that, if the government and oil marketing companies continue
to shield consumers from the full brunt of higher energy prices through excise rate cuts and
increased subsidies, the government’s fiscal consolidation efforts could reverse.

o 7 g8 ot wg1 & e MR iR da fauvr sl Suiadst o St St i 3
@mﬁgmmmaﬁ?mwm%ﬁmﬁumqgmmwﬁaﬁ
|
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India’s first Quantum
Reference Facility to
be launched in A.P.

T!e !m!u !ureau

VIJAYAWADA

India’s first quantum com-
puting testing beds, called
Quantum Reference Facili-
ty, will be dedicated to the
nation by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
April 14, coinciding with
the World Quantum Day,
says P.S. Pradyumna, Se-
cretary to the Chief
Minister.

Addressing the media in
Vijayawada, Mr. Pradyum-
na said the two testing
beds, developed as part of
the Amaravati Quantum
Reference Facilities under
the State government’s
Amaravati Quantum Valley

programme, were coming
up at SRM University A.P.

They were being deve-
loped in partnership with
the Amaravati Quantum
Research Facility and Qu-
bit Force. At SRM Universi-
ty, a team of 50 research-
ers, students and scientists
was working on assem-
bling the quantum com-
puting ecosystem.

“Till date, we did not
have a quantum testing
computer in the country
that can be used as a refe-
rence to test different com-
ponents of the quantum
computing  ecosystem,”
Mr. Pradyumna said, ad-
ding that Andhra “is the
first State to take this up.”

10A. India’s first Quantum Reference
Facility to be launched in A.P.

YR B! Ugell picH YB3 BRIferd) sl
o™ H I Bl

e India’s first Quantum Reference Facility to be
launched in A.P.
YRA B Ugell SicH YB3y BRI oy uex 7 JR=
EaRsnsil

¢ India’s first quantum computing testing beds,
called Quantum Reference Facility, will be dedicated to
the nation by Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on
April 14, coinciding with the World Quantum Day, says
P.S. Pradyumna, Secretary to the Chief Minister.
YR & Ugd PicH ST RN 8, fofg Quantum
Reference Facility dgl SITdI g, @ 3qUicd 'ﬂ'@'ﬁ?ﬂ@
WT-ITQEQ"RT 14 3@ (World Quantum Day) Call
foban e, ver bt e, wegy - el

e Addressing the media in Vijayawada, Mr.
Pradyumna said the two testing beds, developed as part
of the Amaravati Quantum Reference Facilities under the
State government’'s Amaravati Quantum Valley
programme, were coming up at SRM University A.P.

=T 7 FifSar § 910 BRd gU S Pl b &
%ﬁ'ﬂa@‘?, ST Amaravati Quantum Valley programme

F d8d fIpRId fPU ST I §, SRM University A.P. H RiIfid T R €1

o They were being developed in partnership with the Amaravati Quantum Research Facility and
Qubit Force.
E%Amaravati Quantum Research Facility GhTQubit Force%%ﬁﬂﬁm%mw

T8

e At SRM University, a team of 50 researchers, students and scientists was working on
assembling the quantum computing ecosystem.

SRM University & 50 Rieapatsii, ST iR Aq®! 3 1 ieH Hugfe sHifed dur

PRI B

e “Till date, we did not have a quantum testing computer in the country that can be used as a
reference to test different components of the quantum computing ecosystem,” Mr. Pradyumna
said, adding that Andhra “is the first State to take this up.”

I2I Pel, "3 ah o T T PHis hicH ST SR el U1 1l fafid el o1 usierm
b, TR SIIST S SHT8T W= 3 UEd &I Y& P ardl Ugel I g |
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Semaglutide is off patent: what does
this mean for obesity in India?

India is facing a growing epidemic of obesity and metabolic disease and GLP1 drugs are one form of treatment; while a reduction in costs means easier and more

widespread access to these drugs, it must be remembered that they serve as add-ons to the fundamental precepts of lifestyle modifications and exercise

Nanditha Ramachandran

hen Rakesh (name

changed) first walked into
the clinic, he could not fit
into a chair with armrests

due to his body weight. Weighing 169 kg,
Rakesh had almost given up on his weight
loss goals, having tried multiple diets, and
attempted various forms of exercise.

“Iam fed up, doc!”, he said. “ I cannot
even drive a car - I cannot fit in the seat!”

Fast forward to today and Rakesh walks
in, having lost 37 kgs, over a span of 9
months .

“It has changed my life!” he said.” “I
can drive again! I swim now, I feel so
much more confident”.

What changed his life was GLP1
thempy, 1he welght loss’ drugs that have

d the way we treat

disease!

As his doctor, what I see, goes far
beyond the numbers on the scale: GLP1
therapy has improved Rakesh’s metabolic
health, reduced his cardiovascular risk,
improved his fatty liver and optimised his
cholesterol and blood pressure. These,
therefore, are not just weight-loss drugs:
they are disease-modifying agents that
target the root of metabolic disease.

GLP!1 therapy has taken the world by
storm in recent times. These drugs, which
have been around for almost two decades
now for the management of diabetes,
gained popularity, when their indication
expanded beyond diabetes, as
anti-obesity/weight management drugs.

Obesity has been found to be the main
reason for the increasing prevalence of
diabetes in all populations. Therefore,
targeting obesity seems to be the right
strategy, especially at individual levels.
GLP1 therapy, in that regard, has been a
game-changer, transforming the
management of both obesity and
diabetes.

The Indian context
The growing burden of type 2 diabetes
and metabolic disease, including obesity,
in India, is a matter of grave concern. This
is related to changing food habits,
especially an increase in the consumption
of fat, as well as sedentary lifestyles.
Indians have a high risk of diabetes and
cardiovascular disease, even with lower
levels of generalised obesity due to what
is known as the “thin-fat” phenotype.
This means that even if not obese by
overall body weight, Indians have higher
body fat percentage and higher insulin
resistance, thus increasing our risk for
type 2 diabetes and lifestyle diseases.

‘Targeted therapies such as GLP1,
combined with lifestyle changes, can play
a crucial role in addressing this growing
epidemic in India. GLP1 therapy, when
used in the right individual, is a great
option for the typical “insulin resistant”
Indian. Through its actions, it can result
in meaningful weight loss - reducing waist
circumference and body fat and
improving metabolic health.

On March 22, the originator company,

New-found popularity: From 211,000 to 18,000 a month for a pen, the cost of GLP1 has now dropped to around 25,000 per month, making it more

affordable and thus increasing access. GETTYIMAGES

Novo Nordisk’s patent for semaglutide
(the active ingredient) expired, and the
floodgates opened. More than 50
companies in India have now launched
semaglutide at almost half the price that
multinational companies sold it at.

‘What does this mean for India? One of
the biggest barriers for GLP1 therapy so
far, the cost, may now be overcome. From
11,000 to 218,000 a month for a pen, the
cost has now dropped to around ¥5,000
per month, making it more affordable and
thus increasing access.

Who can take it?
GLP1 therapy has clear indications, as to
who can use it and when.

Being primarily an antidiabetic agent,
its use in type 2 diabetes is clear. In
people without diabetes, these drugs have
been approved for weight reduction.
Here, they can be used in anyone with a
BMI of over 27, suffering from
obesity-related complications such as
obstructive sleep apnea, diabetes,
hypertension etc., or in a person with a
BMI of over 30 without diabetes. This is a
boon to many, in whom lifestyle changes
alone do not suffice, and in fact, bridges
the gap between lifestyle management
and bariatric surgery for obesity
management.

It is important to note that these drugs
are not shortcuts and not for casual use or
as cosmetic quick fixes.

Do they really work, and how?

The short answer is yes. But this also
depends on two factors:
pharmacogenomics, as each person’s
response to a drug may be different, and
tolerability to the drug , which in turn
determines compliance to taking it, and

ease with dose escalation, as weight loss
is best with higher doses.

GLP1 therapy, primarily works through
natural pathways in the body, by
regulating/suppressing appetite, delaying
gastric emptying time and other
mechanisms. Hence the response to the
drug is largely dependent on each
person’s natural response. On an average,
a good response would be between 10 to
15% of body weight loss from baseline
weight.

As with any other drug, GLPI therapy
must only be used under medical
supervision, by a certified health
professional.

Side effects are mainly gastro-intestinal
(due to the mechanism of action) and
include — nausea, loss of appetite,
burping and in some cases, diarrhea.
However it is important to note, that
these side effects are usually transient,
and subside after the first few weeks. With
medical guidance, these side effects can
be mitigated to a large extent.

As far as safety is concerned, there is a
rare association with pancreatic
inflammation, thyroid tumours and rare
case reports of eye complications. Proper
guidance and monitoring are key to safe
and effective use.

When one stops
If you lost a lot of weight through diet and
exercise, and then stopped both, what
would happen? You would potentially
regain the weight. The same principle
applies to GLP1 therapy.As with any
intervention, stopping the drugs may
cause a regaining of weight to some
extent. This serves to illustrate the fact
that obesity is a chronic, relapsing
condition, requiring long-term

It is important to reiterate that GLP1
therapy is not a to lifestyle

THE GIST

v

The growing burden of type 2
diabetes and metabolic
disease, including obesity, in
India, is a matter of grave
concern. GLP1 therapy, in that
regard, has been a
game-changer, transforming
the management of both
obesity and diabetes

v

GLP1 therapy, when used in
the right individual, is a great
option for the typical “insulin
resistant” Indian. Through its
actions, it can resultin
meaningful weight loss -
reducing waist circumference
and body fat and improving
metabolic health

v

On March 22, the originator
company, Novo Nordisk's
patent for semaglutide (the
active ingredient) expired, and
the floodgates opened. More
than 50 companies in India are
now selling semaglutide at
cheaper rates than the

changes or a shortcut for weight loss. It is
only an add-on to lifestyle modifications,
including diet and exercise.

Another factor to remember while on
GLP! therapy is that it is important to
include strength training/muscle
strengthening, and sufficient protein in
the diet, so as to reduce muscle loss. A
study found that the use of semaglutide,
when combined with sufficient protein
intake and resistance training, resulted in
fat mass loss of 18%, and although lean
body mass initially dropped, it was
subsequently maintained and stabilised.

India is facing a growing epidemic of
obesity and metabolic disease, including
in the young population.

This looming crisis demands
immediate attention and action. GLP1
drugs are one form of treatment and
while exciting, there is an urgent
necessity to tackle the problem on other
fronts. We need to change food policies to
reduce consumption of processed food
and reduce fat content in marketed food
products. Similarly, urban and town
planning must be rejigged to encourage
physical activity.

Obesity now is considered a chronic
metabolic disease. While clinicians today
have an effective tool, with GLP1 therapy
enriching the landscape of options, the
real question that remains is, will this
translate into meaningful change in public
health? Only time and our actions now,
will tell.

(Dr. Nanditha Ramachandran is director
and consultant diabetologist at Dr. A.
Ramachandran’s Diabetes Hospitals in
Chennai.
Dy i il.com)

companies

Semaglutide is off patent: what does this mean for obeS|ty in India?

India is facing a growing epidemic of obesity and metabolic disease and GLP1 drugs
are one form of treatment; while a reduction in costs means easier and more
widespread access to these drugs, it must be remembered that they serve as add-ons
to the fundamental precepts of lifestyle modifications and exercise

YRd STl 3R AeTalfre I 1 g¢dl HETHR] BT JTHAT H 38T 8 3N GLP 1a1g

IUAR &1 TH &Y §; T4 anTd & wut b1 3 37 garsii 9@ A iR s
re 3G 1T o T gt A sgama ok saram & ga Risidl & a1y Jgrs

ST B &

, g
FUH

When Rakesh (name changed) first walked into the clinic, he could not fit into a chair with
armrests due to his body weight.
9 B (AITH IGAT §3IM) Tga aR a1 T 31T, 1 a8 30 YRR & ol & HRUT SR
e i J e 18 81 T g7 Tl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
Id : info@patrioti
Contact Number :

Ema

ias.i

9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Gorakhpur

Pagez 6



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Weighing 169 kg, Rakesh had almost given up on his weight loss goals, having tried multiple
diets, and attempted various forms of exercise.

169 FFARITE ao aTdl TS A F3 S18¢ 3R fafid TSR & A TR & 16 THT 31U
goi UeH o 08 BrS faT U

“l am fed up, doc!”, he said.

“H U g1 g1 §, Slaer!’, 39 gl

“I cannot even drive a car - | cannot fit in the seat!”

A HR 78 Te T - H die & five 7 81 uran”

Fast forward to today and Rakesh walks in, having lost 37 kgs, over a span of 9 months.
317et Bt FRURY & 1H=1 31t B, Forem o =t & 37 foratumy aom & o= foran g1

“It has changed my life!” he said.

3o A ot sga & g1, Ie Fal

“l can drive again! | swim now, | feel so much more confident”. )

< fhR Y ST el el ! H 316 aRaT §, H 9gd 31w STAfIYRR Hegd dal g 1"

What changed his life was GLP1 therapy, the ‘weight loss’ drugs that have revolutionised the
way we treat metabolic disease!

o S = It fofeHt Saat &t a8t GLP1 X, I Goi g™ arell gald g Heraifers
A P ITER & Rb P e 3T !

As his doctor, what | see, goes far beyond the numbers on the scale: GLP1 therapy has
improved Rakesh’s metabolic health, reduced his cardiovascular risk, improved his fatty liver
and optimised his cholesterol and blood pressure.

TS SideR & =Y B, o H 3T § 98 Hhad o J el 31 8: GLPL AN A A5 &
AR WA HI gk [T 8, 3T ged Jaeh Sifey &1 &4 far §, Tl faaR 3§ gur
fora B SR PRSI T YadTd Y Tford fhar g |

These, therefore, are not just weight-loss drugs: they are disease-modifying agents that
target the root of metabolic disease.

SHTT & Had I UM aral Gald gl o I INT-URNTRUT I 91 Tole § off Heraiford I &
T BRI R HH HA 5|

GLP1 therapy has taken the world by storm in recent times.

AP T H cLP1 WA A gFar A wifa e f g1

These drugs, which have been around for almost two decades now for the management of
diabetes, gained popularity, when their indication expanded beyond diabetes, as anti-
obesity/weight management drugs.

3 gAY, S YT &SR] O AYHE & UaE & fore ST & §, a9 Ao g8 ofd -1 SudnT
HYWE ¥ 31 Sgepx HICTI/aH Uaig & forg fobar S <

Obesity has been found to be the main reason for the increasing prevalence of diabetes in all
populations.

Hrerar gt e 9! § AYAE &1 Tt o) BT G HRUT ORI T 5

Therefore, targeting obesity seems to be the right strategy, especially at individual levels.
ST HieTd &I Aerd BT Fel U Ul gl &, faRIvem Jfdaid TR R

GLP1 therapy, in that regard, has been a game-changer, transforming the management of
both obesity and diabetes.

w%aﬁﬁ GLP1 W} T T-<ISR AIfad §5 &, o= Aerdn 3iR AYHg F1 & UeY & ded
fear g

The Indian context

R HaH

The growing burden of type 2 diabetes and metabolic disease, including obesity, in India, is
a matter of grave concern.

YR § <187 2 AYAT 3R Aersiiie A0 (S drerar i 8) o1 sedr aig 1R fidr e
fava g1

This is related to changing food habits, especially an increase in the consumption of fat, as
well as sedentary lifestyles.

Ig Fadd! G- Bt 3Tedl, [aRINemR a9 & Sifties Ja- iR fAferd Sia-Rid @ J81 gen gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Indians have a high risk of diabetes and cardiovascular disease, even with lower levels of
generalised obesity due to what is known as the “thin-fat” phenotype.

YR & HH Y=g HieTd & STavig HYAE 3R §ad INT BT SR e grar 7, S “fi=-
e BAlesy H8l Al 5|

This means that even if not obese by overall body weight, Indians have higher body fat
percentage and higher insulin resistance, thus increasing our risk for type 2 diabetes and
lifestyle diseases.

a1 3 § for 4ol B ot IRR a9 | [erdr 7 g, UR § IR & a1 gfawra $iR ggferd
gferty 3iferes giar 7, S ey 2 Ayne 3R Sl A7 o7 WeRT SgdT 7

Targeted therapies such as GLP1, combined with lifestyle changes, can play a crucial role in
addressing this growing epidemic in India.

GLP1 ST dférd AT, Shaieht § Seea & I1 ey, YRd # 59 ggd! AeMRT 3§ Rued #
Tgayuf YT AT T |

GLP1 therapy, when used in the right individual, is a great option for the typical “insulin
resistant” Indian.

Sfod afad § ST &= R GLP1 AT T <Y IRRE T YR & g IgakH [adhed 3|
Through its actions, it can result in meaningful weight loss — reducing waist circumference
and body fat and improving metabolic health.

TP JHTT J AEAYU! aoi gedl § — HHR BT BT 3R IRR o1 7&f gedl g a9 Herafis W
JERATR|

On March 22, the originator company, Novo Nordisk’s patent for semaglutide (the active
ingredient) expired, and the floodgates opened.

22 AT &) gd SOt el 9IS &1 AANGCISS (Afhd Uedh) o7 Udc U g 74T 3R 39
91 98 THH IR IATE = 81 411

More than 50 companies in India have now launched semaglutide at almost half the price
that multinational companies sold it at.

YRA B 3d 50 | 3if¥e Hufral 3 JAReRs S T 3ef Hiad W di-d foa g, ot
DA IR TGP DU 34 St i1

What does this mean for India?

TP YRA & forg Fm oref g2

One of the biggest barriers for GLP1 therapy so far, the cost, may now be overcome.

3F dP GLP1 Wt & T T2 fR1el H J Th, I AT, 31 HH 8l Jbahl ¢

From %11,000 to 18,000 a month for a pen, the cost has now dropped to around 5,000 per

month, making it more affordable and thus increasing access.

g1 Ugd U U &1 BHIHd 211,000 T 218,000 Ufd ATE 2ft, 319 T8 e AU €5,000 Ufd
HT8 81 TS 8, o U8 i frwrodt 81718 € 3R 3% Ugd 9¢ TS ¢

Who can take it?

P 3 o Pl 22

GLP1 therapy has clear indications, as to who can use it and when.

GLP1 Wt & ¥ Tahvd & o TH D 3R Hd ITIAN IR ISl 5|

Being primarily an antidiabetic agent, its use in type 2 diabetes is clear.

I ¥ ¥ U6 TEl-srfafes Toie g & HRUI, SHHT SUINT €189 2 AYAE § WF 3|

In people without diabetes, these drugs have been approved for weight reduction.

fomT TYyTE ara @l &, 39 garsil &1 g ge™ & e Wigd fasar T g1

Here, they can be used in anyone with a BMI of over 27, suffering from obesity-related
complications such as obstructive sleep apnea, diabetes, hypertension etc., or in a person
with a BMI of over 30 without diabetes.

g1, 378 S ANl § IUANT faaT S Tabdl § foFiahT BMI 27 | MW § SR o Sifedefaed ity
wuf~ar, ayds, 9= IFaETy ok Sfeadrsit 9 IR €, 91 U Jfad et BMI 30 | 3w 3
3R 3% AYHE TRl B

This is a boon to many, in whom lifestyle changes alone do not suffice, and in fact, bridges
the gap between lifestyle management and bariatric surgery for obesity management.
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g 31 Ps vl &b T RaM 8, oFH daa shtadiel ufad yaf €1 81d, 3R gg dierar
TEeE B SR Tee iR IS weiet & s 31 @1 &Y WRaT g |

It is important to note that these drugs are not shortcuts and not for casual use or as
cosmetic quick fixes.

Ig & 3G Heayuf § i 3 gard Widwe 181 § SR 7 & W= IuahT a1 sreifesd @fa
AT & U

Do they really work, and how?

T Y IRAd § BTH BYal &, 3R ha?

The short answer is yes.

fér 3w g 7T

But this also depends on two factors: pharmacogenomics, as each person’s response to a

drug may be different, and tolerability to the drug, which in turn determines compliance to

taking it, and ease with dose escalation, as weight loss is best with higher doses.

qfp I8 3l HRBI R 1 FR wRar 8: wratssi-Ie, Fifd Tde Afad o gdl & ufd

Ufafshar 31elT 81 bl 7, 3R a1 IR, STl Gal o & FARaRdl 3R SIS S & 3

! FuiRd w8, Fifd S S IR 9 geHT 38R 8l 8|

GLP1 therapy, primarily works through natural pathways in the body, by

regulating/suppressing appetite, delaying gastric emptying time and other mechanisms.

GLP1 W T ¥ ¥ IRR & W e ATl o H1H ¥ S Bl 6, Y& I Had/emd s,

ﬁ%ﬁ@d’rsﬁ%wﬁ e B 3R 37 Il gRI

Hence the response to the drug is largely dependent on each person’s natural response.

SO Gal B! Ufafehdl HTH! §e db D Afed B Wi iad Fldfhal IR R w8 |

On an average, a good response would be between 10 to 15% of body weight loss from

baseline weight.

3, U 35T IRUMH IR aoi § 10 | 15% oI ¥ & o1d gl g

As with any other drug, GLP1 therapy must only be used under medical supervision, by a

certified health professional.

foreit ot 311 a1 Y RE, GLP1 W &1 IuANT dhad Fafeasta AR d, T ymiiorg

WY ORISR R a1 ST =gl

Side effects are mainly gastro-intestinal (due to the mechanism of action) and include —

nausea, loss of appetite, burping and in some cases, diarrhea.

TP UG TOTG: IRe)-$2eeTgTe 21 ¢ (Bhal-c F HRU) SR 578 warel, @ & el

SPR R $S AT H g A § 1

However it is important to note, that these side effects are usually transient, and subside

after the first few weeks.

gTdifer Ig &I Y& He@yul ¢ o 3 guTa IHTad: STt §1d ¢ SR % gl & a1 HH

HEIGE]

With medical guidance, these side effects can be mitigated to a large extent.
AR & 1Y, 37 gHHIAI Bl BTt 5 deb DH b1 Sf Fehell 5|

As far as safety is concerned, there is a rare association with pancreatic inflammation,

thyroid tumours and rare case reports of eye complications.

W & e §, SUDT gaiy Aae TR oI, UTARITS STAR 3R $F goH ATl & el

& e & um T R

Proper guidance and monitoring are key to safe and effective use.

el Anfeei 3R FRF TR ok THId SuaiT & fore Ay 71

When one stops

W9 B 39 T¢ PR 8

If you lost a lot of weight through diet and exercise, and then stopped both, what would
happen?

ﬁgmmmﬁmu%mmﬁmﬁmmmﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁwmﬁ
T EIT?
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You would potentially regain the weight.

3BT Io R T 9¢ JhdT B

The same principle applies to GLP1 therapy.

T8 Rrgid GLP1 AW W ft IR 8T 31

As with any intervention, stopping the drugs may cause a regaining of weight to some extent.
farelt +ft STAR Bt RE, TaT ¢ TR Y $S 8¢ aP Joi AUy §¢ bl ¢ |

This serves to illustrate the fact that obesity is a chronic, relapsing condition, requiring
long-term treatment.

TE 39 I HI STl § b WieTar U a1 3R gaRTad! fRAfd 8, forads fa e
SUDR T HTTIH giet g |

It is important to reiterate that GLP1 therapy is not a replacement to lifestyle changes or a
shortcut for weight loss.

éqg‘cﬁmneaqﬁ%ﬁ? GLP1 ¥ Sha=RIett IRacH &1 faded a1 g 9T &I Qe Ta!
|

It is only an add-on to lifestyle modifications, including diet and exercise.

Ig Had sa-=rdl & gearg, d S5e iR M W €, & 1 98 ¢

Another factor to remember while on GLP1 therapy is that it is important to include strength
training/muscle strengthening, and sufficient protein in the diet, so as to reduce muscle
loss.

GLP1 Wt & SR T8 1 7eagyl ¢ for Wy e maiausht gedtewur iR 3R & uafd
Wi =N foan Se, difds ARTURREN BT JHH &4 6l

A study found that the use of semaglutide, when combined with sufficient protein intake and
resistance training, resulted in fat mass loss of 18%, and although lean body mass initially
dropped, it was subsequently maintained and stabilised.

T 9 § U T o AHTErss & SUANT ¥, 99 59 JaTe WicH SR Yo efHr &
T ST TR, Y T SGTHH B 18% T HHT 3118, 3R gTaifch LS H T drat IR HH gal,
I1e § I8 RR SR wgfera g1 |

India is facing a growing epidemic of obesity and metabolic disease, including in the young
population.

YR HISTUT 3R HeTalferd IR &1 Il HeTHR BT GTH1 B 361 5, forad gaT el oft
RG]

This looming crisis demands immediate attention and action.

g IR Ydhe dahTd & 3R HRATs B! TiT Hal |

GLP1 drugs are one form of treatment and while exciting, there is an urgent necessity to
tackle the problem on other fronts.

GLP1 GaT¢ SUTIR &1 Th & § 3R TN T8 SHGOHS 6, Aidh1 3 Hial IR Fm 9
e off orcdd smava® 7

We need to change food policies to reduce consumption of processed food and reduce fat
content in marketed food products.

g ey el & 9gad B B TS ¢ dlfh TS P HT Ud- HH g1 3R JoR &
JUs W IATG! H a1 D1 A HH Bl

Similarly, urban and town planning must be rejigged to encourage physical activity.

U UHR, Wt 3R TR e &) 59 dRE Y far o anfu fo =mdifves wifafafy o1
CACINERT

Obesity now is considered a chronic metabolic disease.

3d HIeTdT U <IapIiere AeTalierd I HHT STdl g

While clinicians today have an effective tool, with GLP1 therapy enriching the landscape of
options, the real question that remains is, will this translate into meaningful change in public
health?

g 3fTeT faforean! & UTRT U THTA T1eA € SR GLP1 A} fadhedl & Ig #R I 8, Ja!
IRATdP Y T8 & fob o1 I8 oI WA & i Sgard @ uTgn?

Only time and our actions now, will tell.

P Y 3R AR IaH ST 81 I8 Id1aTl|
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How will Gaganyaan astronauts
return safely to earth?

Why can't parachutes alone ensure a safe landing? How does Gaganyaan module lose its enormous speed?

Unnikrishnan Nair .

The story so far:

he Gaganyaan crew module,
which will host the Indian
astronauts on their human

spaceflight mission, will orbit
the earth at about 7,800 m/s. When it
re-enters the atmosphere, it will have to
shed its kinetic energy. The atmospheric
drag itself will be the primary brake,
taking away most of its energy in a
process called aerobraking. To further
reduce the module’s velocity for a soft
landing, a multi-stage parachute system
will be deployed once the module comes
within 12 km of the ground. A typical
recovery system includes all the items
required to soft-land the module in sea or
on land after aerobraking. This includes
parachutes, locating devices to find out
‘where the module has splashed down,
and a system to ensure the module is
pointing in a favourable direction in case
it drops in the sea. For touchdown on

land, apart from parachutes, the recovery
system will fire braking motors to reduce
the impact velocity before touchdown.
The Russian Soyuz and Chinese Shenzhou
modules are designed for terrestrial
landing and use retro-rockets for braking.

‘Why do parachutes alone not suffice?
As the land is hard, touching down on
land needs to be around 122 m/s. The
module can, however, tolerate landing at
around 7-9 m/s in the sea, as water is a
natural energy absorber.

Land touchdowns also require vast,
empty territories free of people or
buildings, while offering easier crew
recovery and quicker refurbishing of the
module.

Sea landings are preferred by countries
that lack large deserts or plains. However,
it requires recovery ships, flotation bags,
and specialised gear to keep the crew safe
in rough waters.

Reducing a module’s velocity to less
than 2 m/s using parachutes alone is

impractical due to the inverse-square
relationship between speed and drag
area. To slow a module from 7 m/s to 1
m/s, the parachute will have to be roughly
49x larger, incurring a large weight and
volume penalty.

A parachute that large would also be
difficult to deploy without tangling.

‘Why is the landing zone elliptical?
‘When a module returns to the earth, it
doesn’t aim for a bull’s-eye but rather a
large ellipse. This is because the module’s
kinetic energy is concentrated almost
entirely along its flight track. At
hypersonic speeds, minor fluctuations in
atmospheric density or re-entry
conditions like velocity can cause the
module to over- or undershoot its target
by hundreds of kilometres.

In contrast, energy available to make
any significant path changes in a direction
sideways to its track is very low and hence
lateral deviations are minimal. The result
is a landing footprint significantly

elongated along the path of travel.

Once a module is in the water, recovery
teams use predictive tracking, electronic
signalling, and visual aids to find it. The
module transmits its GPS coordinates and
homing signals to satellites and aircraft
and also releases a bright green
fluorescent dye.

If the splashdown is at night or in low
visibility, flashing from high-intensity
strobe lights from the module will be used
to locate it. To ensure it stands out against
the deep indigo colour of the water, the
module and its flotation bags are painted
international orange.

How will the Gaganyaan crew module
be recovered?

The Gaganyaan recovery operation will be
led by the Indian Navy, plus other
stakeholders. After the module is slowed
by parachutes, it will splash down in the
Bay of Bengal. Inmediately after, the
parachutes will be released to avoid any
entanglement and the flotation bags will
automatically inflate.

Once naval divers find and secure the
module with a flotation collar and towing
gear, it will be winched onto a ship’s deck
to safely extract the crew.

(Unnikrishnan Nair S. is former director,
VSSC and IIST; founding director, HSFC;
and an expert in launch vehicle systems,
orbital re-entry and human spaceflight
technologies: Currently Dr bhai
Professor at VSSC)

10A. How will Gaganyaan astronauts return safely to earth?

TN St anht PRI 0 3 gadl ™ A |

Why can’t parachutes alone ensure a safe landing?

Faa RIe PRI AR w4 GRIfE 78 o3 a3a-

e How does the Gaganyaan module lose its enormous speed?
T ATSYd 30T 3fiies Tfd 8 HH HRaT 82
e The Gaganyaan crew module, which will host the Indian astronauts on their human
spaceflight mission, will orbit the earth at about 7,800 m/s.
| Sl WA Sfaiel il ol I H-d SfaRe f= # o SITe, THT
7,800 HexAds ! TTid I Gt & GReHHT HT |
e When it re-enters the atmosphere, it will have to shed its kinetic energy.
9 g argHEd H T: Ta=T B, Al S 3O Tfaet Selt HH BT gl |
e The atmospheric drag itself will be the primary brake, taking away most of its energy in a
process called aerobraking.

Wwég@lwwmm S RIS ufthar § SUa! SRR ol & HH

RINERIE K Y

HR G

THE GIST

A d

The crew module sheds most
ofits kinetic energy through
aerobraking, with atmospheric
drag acting as the primary
brake, followed by a
multi-stage parachute system
and, for land touchdowns,
braking motors to ensure a soft
landing.

A d

Due to high re-entry speeds
and limited lateral control, the
landing zone is an elongated
ellipse, and recovery involves
locating devices, GPS signals,
and Indian Navy-led operations
after splashdown in the Bay of
Bengal.

e To further reduce the module’s velocity for a soft landing, a multi-stage parachute system
will be deployed once the module comes within 12 km of the ground.
True f$T & forg 71 &) 3R 0 a1 ]/, 56 Hisye o ¥ 12 ft & ofier simewm, a«
U] URTRIE HOITeRt oH1d & SITeet |
e A typical recovery system includes all the items required to soft-land the module in sea or on
land after aerobraking.

S I fepast Rvew & 3 Wit Suar il g1 8 S WisifdhT & a6 998 a1 Yl )
iU oIS & o sfrawae gid &l

e This includes parachutes, locating devices, and a system to ensure the module is pointing
in afavourable direction in case it drops in the sea.

fEargw oik Yo o TfHet g § SN gRfEd axar g i agg A R W

94 R, AP

TS Yol faxn # |

e For touchdown on land, apart from parachutes, the recovery system will fire braking motors
to reduce the impact velocity before touchdown.
YA IR IRA F g, WIR[e & srarar, Revast Ren Afdr wied &1 Iughn & arfds gura &t
T HH B b |

e The Russian Soyuz and Chinese Shenzhou modules are designed for terrestrial landing
and use retro-rockets for braking.
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w0 Aget 3R AN A0S A Y TR IRA & 7T 7918 71T § 3R 3 ¥g)-ITebed &1
IUANT &R & |

Why do parachutes alone not suffice?

Faa WIe = qai 78 &2

As the land is hard, touching down on land needs to be around 1-2 m/s.

YA PR il 8, ST 98T IaRA Bt T TTHT 1-2 HieyAds gt =g

The module can, however, tolerate landing at around 7-9 m/s in the sea, as water is a natural
energy absorber.

Hiegd 9% § 7-9 WexAds &1 Td I IR Tohdl § Fifd U Th UTHhiad SHoll Saxive ¢ |
Land touchdowns also require vast, empty territories free of people or buildings, while offering
easier crew recovery and quicker refurbishing of the module.

YA IR IRA F 1T 53, Wil &R FI SMaRgeha gl & S8t T a1 FARG A &, & 389
D &d B KRBT 3R Higgd B! AR HTIH Bl g1

Sea landings are preferred by countries that lack large deserts or plains.
mm‘r%wa%%ﬁmmmﬁmﬂrﬁ%} 3 e} ST Bl Urufiredr Sd €

However, it requires recovery ships, flotation bags, and specialised gear to keep the crew
safe in rough waters.

Tl $Hd oy Repadt SgTel, TAe== o SR fa2y SUSHRUN B SaRadhdl gici § i
AP Gl Dl YRI& W1 o Gab |

Reducing a module’s velocity to less than 2 m/s using parachutes alone is impractical due to
the inverse-square relationship between speed and drag area.

Pae IR BT JUINT B HISYA B! T Bl 2 HiexAhs A HH SN YHI T8 & I Tl
3R 3 & & oI oGoobH o WY SNl 2

To slow a module from 7 m/s to 1 m/s, the parachute will have to be roughly 49x larger,
incurring a large weight and volume penalty.

Hisgd &1 7 MeAbs A 1 MexAds d dH HRA & g WIS BT AT 49 AT IST HT
TS, I 9o 3R TR §gd ¢ SIE|

A parachute that large would also be difficult to deploy without tangling.

ST 981 RIS 3T I A1 e it B3 g

Why is the landing zone elliptical?

AFST & sisTHR Tl g 87

When a module returns to the earth, it doesn’t aim for a bull’'s-eye but rather a large ellipse.
o Hiegd gt TR diedl 8, df 98 i g & oo U 99 SfSTPHR & &I a7 §1d1 5|
This is because the module’s kinetic energy is concentrated almost entirely along its flight
track.
U7 3o Bl § ifoh Wiyt ! Tferet Sl TR UE) aRe 3! IS o= & $fgd it 1
At hypersonic speeds, minor fluctuations in atmospheric density or re-entry conditions like
velocity can cause the module to over- or undershoot its target by hundreds of kilometres.

T R AGHSH g7 1 J: Yaw &1 Rl o B seam ot Aisyd & ddbe!
forariex o a1 e o ST 9ahd g |

In contrast, energy available to make any significant path changes sideways to its track is
very low and hence lateral deviations are minimal.

39 fausid, wref femm & A sean & g Sucis Sif 9gd o4 it €, 3aferg uref famrem
A I B
The result is a landing footprint significantly elongated along the path of travel.

3BT YN T8 BIdT § b TSt &= e Anf & 91y d«1 giar g1

Once a module is in the water, recovery teams use predictive tracking, electronic
signalling, and visual aids to find it.

e Arsy Ut § ugadr 8, df Revad) i qafgar efd, saaei=e dba ok exa qru=l
BT TN HP 34 gaa ol
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e The module transmits its GPS coordinates and homing signals to satellites and aircraft and
also releases a bright green fluorescent dye.
TSYd 3 GPS fAd=i® 3R ﬂ%@ﬂ%‘r 3R faHT Y STl § 3R U THBIa e
FARRe 71 Bisar g

o If the splashdown is at night or in low visibility, flashing from high-intensity strobe lights from
the module will be used to locate it.
e I & 1 HY eI B ST BI 5, O Alegd B 3o diigdl aTel Wi A1ged ¥ 39 gal
ST

e To ensure it stands out against the deep indigo colour of the water, the module and its
flotation bags are painted international orange.

T S U T o & R BRIt S U &7 Y SfeRRTEY SR T & T ot

How will the Gaganyaan crew module be recovered?

TR § ATegd $i & : UTe fhar s

e The Gaganyaan recovery operation will be led by the Indian Navy, plus other stakeholders.
AT Rrpadt SITURRM H1 g YRR AT S, 1 81 3= woitera ot =nfira g

e After the module is slowed by parachutes, it will splash down in the Bay of Bengal.
IR ¥ 7 &1 §H & 91G, Alegd ad Pt Wrgt & I

o |Immediately after, the parachutes will be released to avoid any entanglement and the flotation
bags will automatically inflate.
TP QR 918, IAH I F & fore RIS 31T R 3T ST IR T 977 Wl B S|

e Once naval divers find and secure the module with a flotation collar and towing gear, it will
be winched onto a ship’s deck to safely extract the crew.

TG AT & MIRER HIegd Bl Goh: FAleRM BIeR 3R eI R I Jda H= a7, 99 39

BT & S IR Wiad: A Gd DI YRI&I HpTel ST |

Reining in medicine prices desplte

war 1mpact on lllpl,ltS SdyS O

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

A senior official in India’s
Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers said there has
been no major rise in pric-
es of pharmaceutical drugs
despite the West Asia war
impacting global supply
chains of some essential in-
puts, particularly solvents
and active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs).

The Centre has taken
note of the disruptions and
devising strategies to meet
the challenges, Joint Secre-
tary in the Department of
Pharmaceuticals Satyapra-
kash T. L. said, adding pro-
pylene, ammonia and

¥
A
>

!

The Centre is working to ensure
continuous flow of inputs.

> w.’_ .
=

methanol were the key sol-
vents the pharmaceutical
industry needs and whose
supplies have been affect-
ed. Butanol is needed in
smaller quantities for cer-
tain antibiotics. Propylene

remains the most critical
input since it is used in Iso-
propyl Alcohol (IPA) and
Isobutyl Benzene produc-
tion, which are used in
medicines such as Ibupro-
fen. A significant share of
propylene supply is being
met through BPCL’s Kochi
and Mumbai refineries and
supplied to major manu-
facturers of Isopropyl
Alcohol.

Uninterrupted supply

The Ministry and the De-
partment are working in
coordination with the Mi-
nistry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas to ensure unin-
terrupted availability of es-
sential inputs for pharma-

ficial

ceutical manufacturing,
the official said at an inter-
ministerial briefing.

With methanol supply
emerging as an area of con-
cern, Assam Petrochemi-
cals and Gujarat Narmada
Valley Fertilizers & Chemi-
cals (GNFC) agreed to sup-
ply adequate quantities.

Availability of methylat-
ed ammonium products,
used as intermediates for
medicines, is being closely
monitored, he said.

Supplies of aluminium
for pharmaceutical pack-
aging faced constraints.
Restoration of the supply is
‘underway’ and expected
to normalise within a
week, he said.
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10A. Reining in medicine prices despite war impact on inputs, says official

3YC R g5 & YHId & J1a9]g garsdl @1 siadl & fAafa faar mar: st

e Reining in medicine prices despite war impact on inputs, says official.
ARSI A 71 {6 g & YU & STavlg qa1gal Bt Pal & A @1 T 5

¢ A senior official in India’s Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers said there has been no major rise
in prices of pharmaceutical drugs despite the West Asia war impacting global supply chains of
some essential inputs, particularly solvents and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs).

Td SRS HATAY & TP aRG USRI A gl fds ufds efkmn g & s1aee
mﬁqﬁmwﬁaﬂﬁnﬁﬁﬁ%a@f@ﬁ@% smﬁ?wﬁtaah?Apl @t Smyff
guIfad gs g |

e The Centre has taken note of the disruptions and devising strategies to meet the challenges,
Joint Secretary in the Department of Pharmaceuticals Satyaprakash T. L. said, adding
propylene, ammonia and methanol were the key solvents the pharmaceutical industry needs
and whose supplies have been affected.

HG TIPR A 34 TSl R A a1 § 3R THIYH ST 0 S 61 &, HAYdIRI EL.ua. 5
g1, 3R g o e, s iR AdHTa T Aicdcy § fora! syt guifad g3 o
. Butanol is needed in smaller quant|t|es for certain antibiotics.
$% Tarfee & oy &0 A & Saa g
e Propylene remains the most critical input since it is used in Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) and
Isobutyl Benzene production, which are used in medicines such as Ibuprofen.
W%a@rﬁa JUTRT Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA) 3R Isobutyl

Benzene EFI'Ieff{Eﬂ?IT% S Ibuprofen a@[m&ﬁﬁwaﬁ%

o A significant share of propylene supply is being met through BPCL’s Kochi and Mumbai
refineries and supplied to major manufacturers of Isopropyl Alcohol.

BPCL &! ®ifer 3R 4as Rwrg=t ¥ Tiuci= &1 omyfd ot o1 61 § 3R 3% 1PA fmtars o1
ERISIEG

Uninterrupted supply
ety

e The Ministry and the Department are working in coordination with the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas to ensure uninterrupted availability of essential inputs for
pharmaceutical manufacturing, the official said at an inter-ministerial briefin
HATER SR faumT ﬁﬁmwmﬂwmaamuﬁrwmﬁn%l & forg
TALP 1Yy P! AR 3myfd YRfYa wR R T

e With methanol supply emerging as an area of concern, Assam Petrochemicals and Gujarat
Narmada Valley Fertilizers & Chemicals (GNFC) agreed to supply adequate quantities.
BY=Te Smyfd fia &1 fawg s IR 3RIH USSP ed 3R GNFC = Taft myfd &1 smyrm
fa

¢ Availability of methylated ammonium products, used as intermediates for medicines, is being
closely monitored, he said.

o IATE! I IUAT, S GaT3f} P FSIHISUC &, TR Pl TR IGT o
|

e Supplies of alum|n|um for pharmaceutical packaging faced constraints.
3TYfct H e 3Ms |
e Restoration of the supply is ‘underway and expected to normalise within a week, he said.

I Fel fob SMyfef ot sRTelt S @ 31 Ueh qwarg H WHg 814 &t IS ]
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Climate change reshaping disease patterns, straining health systems: report

INT U Bl 9¢d ¥81 8, WA Yunfergl uR gara: fRaid

Golden harvest

B =

Earthy yields: Agriculture workers harvest turmeric in a field on the outskits of Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh on Thursday. KvS. GRI

Earthy yields: Agriculture workers harvest turmeric in
a field on the outskirts of Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday.

Climate change reshaping disease patterns, straining health systems: report
jos i Environment 4

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

Climate change is emerging as a
major public health threat in India,
reshaping disease patterns, straining
healthcare systems, and placing
nearly 40% of districts at high risk
from extreme weather events,

ram!! l patterns are expanding the

range of vector-borne diseases such
as dengue and malaria into new
regions. Areas that were previously
unaffected, including Shimla, parts
of Jammu & Kashmir, and the
Himalayan foothills, are now
reporting cases. The report also
identifies Pune as a major dengue

according to a new report. hotspot, with cases expected to rise
The report, Under the Weather: further.
India’s Clii Health i Non-+ i diseases are

and Pathways to Resilience, by Dasra,
a phil fund jisati

also linked to climate stress. Heat
has been associated with

highlights how rising temperatures,
erratic rainfall, floods, and cyclones
are no longer isolated events but
part of a continuous cycle of
disruption affecting health,
livelihoods, and access to care across
the country.

Changing disease landscape
Extreme weather events in India are
increasing in frequency and
intensity, bringing both i

higher cardiovascular mortality,
while worsening air pollution
contributes to respiratory illnesses
and chronic conditions. Climate
change, the report says, is acting as a
“health-risk multiplier”, increasing
both disease burden and pressure on
healthcare systems.

Unequal burden
‘The impact is not evenly distributed.
Vulnerabl itios — includi

and long-term risks, the report
notes. Floods trigger outbreaks of
water-borne diseases such as cholera
and hepatitis, while heatwaves lead
to dehydration, heatstroke, and
increased cardiovascular stress.

The report says climate change is
altering how diseases spread.
Warmer temperatures and shifting

rural populations, informal workers,
‘women, and children - face the
greatest risks. These groups are
often the least equipped to cope
with climate shocks, deepening
existing inequalities.

Extreme heat, for instance,
reduces labour productivity and
increases health risks for outdoor

Big impact:

8

informal workers,

women, and children — face the biggestimpact of climate change. KVS. GIRl

workers. The report notes that India
lost an estimated 160 billion labour
hours due to heat exposure in 2021.
Women and children face
heightened risks from
climate-related health impacts. The
report notes that exposure to
extreme heat is linked to a 16%
increase in the odds of preterm birth

during heatwaves, with risks rising
further for every 1 degree Celsius
increase in temperature.

Air pollution, particularly fine
particulate matter (PM2.5), has been
associated with hypertensive
disorders in pregnancy, including
pre-eclampsia, as well as increased
gestational blood pressure. As

infants and young children have
limited ability to regulate body
temperature, it makes them more
prone to heat stress, dehydration,
and respiratory illnesses.

Exposure to air pollution is also
linked to low birth weight, asthma,
and reduced lung function, the
report says.

Climate disasters also disrupt
access to healthcare. Floods and
cyclones can damage hospitals, cut
off roads, and interrupt the supply of
medicines and vaccines. In remote
areas, even a small disruption can
leave communities without access to
basic services.

Beyond direct health impacts,
climate change is also affecting
livelihoods and economic stability.
Rising healthcare costs, loss of
income, and reduced productivity
are creating a cycle of vulnerability,
particularly for those already at risk.

Efforts taken

Despite these challenges, the report
highlights growing efforts to address
the climate-health link. Over the past
decade, India has begun to move
from broad climate policies to more
targeted approaches that recognise
the connection between climate and
health. Initiatives such as the
National Action Plan on Climate

Change and Human Health and
State-level action plans are helping
shape local responses. Heat Action
Plans, which include early warnings
and preparedness measures, are
now being implemented in several
cities and districts.

These efforts are helping
communities adapt to both
immediate shocks and long-term
climate risks.

Challenges ahead

However, the report identifies
several challenges, including a lack
of local, disaggregated data linking
climate events to health outcomes,
limiting targeted interventions.
Funding for adaptation remains
constrained and skewed towards
mitigation, while weak public
awareness and fragmented data
systems further hinder effective
response.

The report calls for stronger
collaboration between government,
civil society, and the private sector,
along with greater investment in
local data systems and
climate-resilient healthcare
infrastructure. It also calls for
placing health at the centre of
climate policy, rather than treating it
as a secondary concern.
(geetha.srimathi@thehindu.co.in)

10A. Climate change reshaping disease patterns, straining health systems:

report

WAy Ufiad I Ye- B 9 8T 8, WA Junferdl uR gara: fRaé

¢ Climate change is emerging as amajor public health threat in India, reshaping disease
patterns, straining healthcare systems, and placing nearly 40% of districts at high risk

from extreme weather events, according to a new report.

Saarg uRad= YRd § U TG ATdui-e WA ¥ $ =0 W U TET 7, o) 317 et
DI gGd Y51 §, TR YUMo UR GaTd STa ¥§T 8 SR T 40% e oY ave Hied
g3l & I Sfew A 19 ¥61 ], T 71§ Nuid & argen|
e The report, Under the Weather: India’s Climate-Health Intersections and Pathways to
Resilience, by Dasra, a philanthropy fund organisation, highlights how rising temperatures,
erratic rainfall, floods, and cyclones are no longer isolated events but part of a continuous
cycle of disruption affecting health, livelihoods, and access to care across the country.
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Dasrawuﬁwrﬁwm%w fYdIE Under the Weather: India’s Climate-Health
Intersections and Pathways to Resilience ugamﬁﬁ%ﬁ?aaﬁw Gfﬁl'lﬁﬁ?ﬂr[ dlg
SR T S - T T 2, STep Ueb PR SHqYT 755 T RwT 2 o JxR A
WY, 3MTSiifgerT 3R W Jarsil d Ugd o gHIfdd R 3] |

Changing disease landscape

T afvesa & ufvad=

o Extreme weather events in India are increasing in frequency and intensity, bringing both
immediate and long-term risks, the report notes.

ROIE & SR YR & TRA AIGH ge13 # gy 3R dadr 5¢ & R, B debret 3R
Sefpifer <l TPR $ SIGH ST 81 3R B

e Floods trigger outbreaks of water-borne diseases such as cholera and hepatitis, while
heatwaves lead to dehydration, heatstroke, and increased cardiovascular stress.
1E T AT o 26T 3R YT U1 ) 5igTe) 8, St 2eda F Froidiesu,
Sewie 3R gay Yt a1d g 3

e The report says climate change is altering how diseases spread.

3R STy URad T & ther & cRid ) dael T 8|

o Warmer temperatures and shifting rainfall patterns are expanding the range of vector-borne

diseases such as dengue and malaria into new regions.

F&d I 3R dgad a8 U dgex SIfed I o ST MR AARAT & TR &I ¢ &5 d
EHRCE]

e Areas that were previously unaffected, including Shimla, parts of Jammu & Kashmir, and
the Himalayan foothills, are now reporting cases.
3 &1 o Tgd THIfad TeT 3, S Riyen, SrL e ik & oo fw ok ffurerd e &, o«
Adl Bt RUIE a1 3@ 8

e The report also identifies Pune as a major dengue hotspot, with cases expected to rise
further.

;@éﬁgﬁﬁwm%ﬁlﬁmﬁ$wﬁww%,WW$ﬁaﬁaﬁﬁm
|

¢ Non-communicable diseases are also linked to climate stress.
3R I+t STarg a9 I IS gU R |
e Heat exposure has been associated with higher cardiovascular mortality, while worsening
air pollution contributes to respiratory ilinesses and chronic conditions.
gic TRTUISR &1 3 ggd |ath g ox I SISl T 5, SIafdh dgdT arg Ugyul JEwH I 3R
Srefeprferes Saial § anTeF <o 81
e Climate change, the report says, is acting as a “health-risk multiplier”, increasing both
disease burden and pressure on healthcare systems.
fRUIE & STIR TAaR] URac U “TIRA-SITRAH UI6” & FU H B % 36T &, fored 7
YR 3R TR FUNRRT W ga1d ol 9g B 8

Unequal burden
ST

e The impact is not evenly distributed.
ST YU THH FU I fadlkd 78t 5|

e Vulnerable communities — including rural populations, informal workers, women, and
children — face the greatest risks.
YagTeie Igery — o w areftor mard}, sRinfdd aftres, wfgant ok o= Ifa & — Ja
31 SRIH BT THT B B

e These groups are often the least equipped to cope with climate shocks, deepening existing
inequalities.
ﬁﬂ;%%waaa@aaﬁﬁﬁmﬁasmwﬁm%waﬁ% O AiS[eT SHMaTg 3R
EL-)
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Extreme heat, for instance, reduces labour productivity and increases health risks for
outdoor workers.
IETRRUT & forg, sreafiies T 9 I &) B8 FRA 7 SR T8 HEIRY 3 forg wrea
ShRIH FeTe 3|
The report notes that India lost an estimated 160 billion labour hours due to heat exposure
in 2021.
RO & AR YRA = 2021 H THI & BRI TTHT 160 3R ¥ °e Tl 3T
Women and children face heightened risks from climate-related health impacts.
Afeas 3R 9= Taarg Heht warea guTal § $iftie SReH &1 a1 Hd § 1
The report notes that exposure to extreme heat is linked to a 16% increase in the odds of
preterm birth during heatwaves, with risks rising further for every 1 degree Celsius increase
in temperature.

& IR RS T & TuD B gcdd & SR SJEHT o7 Bl UG H 16% i I
SheT T B, 3R o § &R 1 fEiht Sfkeaw afe & 9y a8 Sifew ik 5¢ smar g
Air pollution, particularly fine particulate matter (PM2.5), has been associated with
hypertensive disorders in pregnancy, including pre-eclampsia, as well as increased
gestational blood pressure.

TEuUT, faRI ¥ ¥ Y&H FHT (PM2.5), TG & I YTy et faeri, forad -
MG B, qur mfafd Yaaaa ¥ ofs ¥ g1 gl

As infants and young children have limited ability to regulate body temperature, it makes them
more prone to heat stress, dehydration, and respiratory illnesses.
dfep fArggaft 3fR B sl H TRR & ATTAM ) Fafid B @ &ar Wifd g1t 7, st 3 die
w0, frretelteor ok 49 I & fd 31 GaeT=id 8 8l
Exposure to air pollution is also linked to low birth weight, asthma, and reduced lung
function, the report says.
ROIE & STAR a1 UgUT & JUD DI HH o7 goi-, YT 3R Bwsl $t drigrar ¥ o
3 off ST B
Climate disasters also disrupt access to healthcare.
SICTAR] SIS XA Aarsil 0 ugd &l off a1t et §
Floods and cyclones can damage hospitals, cut off roads, and interrupt the supply of
medicines and vaccines.

91 3R Iehald SRIAIEl &I JHYH Ugdl Johd o, TSH! B FNidd B b o AR garaif iR
&l ot 3MYfd o) A% THd G|

In remote areas, even a small disruption can leave communities without access to basic
services.

REXTS & &1 B, T Biel 91 ey Hft I/l o gHarg! Yarsht ¥ dfd R Iadl g |
Beyond direct health impacts, climate change is also affecting livelihoods and economic
stability.

TE TR THTG! & S1aTal, STAar] URac- SieitifaedT 3k snffe fRy=ar &1 off guifad &=
EI 8

Rising healthcare costs, loss of income, and reduced productivity are creating a cycle of
vulnerability, particularly for those already at risk.

Fad! WY AN, 3 A HHT IR ged Idredhd A9y ¥U I Uga ¥ sifad § Hielg al &
foTT SRR &M 1 e &1 <& B

Efforts taken
fpu T yuTH

Despite these challenges, the report highlights growing efforts to address the climate-health
link.

gﬁgﬁﬁﬁ%wﬁ@ém-wﬁa‘aﬁﬁﬁamﬁ%aﬁmﬁm
|

Over the past decade, India has begun to move from broad climate policies to more targeted
approaches that recognise the connection between climate and health.
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Initiatives such as the National Action Plan on Climate Change and Human Health and
State-level action plans are helping shape local responses.
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Heat Action Plans, which include early warnings and preparedness measures, are now
being implemented in several cities and districts. . ‘ o
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These efforts are helping communities adapt to both immediate shocks and long-term climate
risks.
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Challenges ahead
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However, the report identifies several challenges, including a lack of local, disaggregated
data linking climate events to health outcomes, limiting targeted interventions.
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Funding for adaptation remains constrained and skewed towards mitigation, while weak
public awareness and fragmented data systems further hinder effective response.
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The report calls for stronger collaboration between government, civil society, and the
private sector, along with greater investment in local data systems and climate-resilient
healthcare infrastructure.
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It also calls for placing health at the centre of climate policy, rather than treating it as a
secondary concern.
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